Israeli-backed militiaman killed 




MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas Saturday shelled a post of the 
Israeli-affiliated South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. Security sources 
said a militiaman was killed and nine others were wounded. The Islamic 
Resistance, military aim of Hizbollab. claimed responsibility for the 
attack in a statement released ip the market town of Nabatiyyeh, north of 
the enclave Israel occupied in South Lebanon. The statement said die 
attack, was launched “to commemorate the memory of Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi," tbe former leader of Hizbollah. who was killed when Israeli 
helicopter gunshipa blasted his convoy with wire-guided missiles in South 
Lebanon Feb. 16, 1992. One security source, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said several mortar rounds slammed into tbe SLA post in 
Shoumarriyeh inside Israel’s self-styled “security zone" at 3:15 p.m. (1315 
GMT). He said two of the wounded men suffered minor injuries. The rest 
were evacuated to a hospital id Marjayoun. Officers with the United 
Nations peacekeeping force in South Lebanon said SLA militiamen 
retaliated by shelling the vicinity of the Litani River and the village of 
Zawtar Sharqiyyeh, which overlooks Sboumarriyeh. with Howitzer 
rounds. 




An independent Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press foundation 

tLudjVI Uauoll * j 11 jjma lujj juU jldjjah 


League council to meet on Israeli practices 

CAIRO (AP) — The Arab League mccis next Tuesday lo consider Israeli 
measures against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and Gaza, the 
league s top executive said Saturday. Esmat Abdul Mntuid. scerclarv 
Sf"' 1 T “ ,he Jl-member group, told reporters the Palestine Liberation 
Organsatton (PLO) requested the meeting after Israeli occupation forces 
cracked down harshly on Palestinians in recent weeks. The meeting will he 
low-level, with only permanent delegates accredited to the Cairo-hased 
league attending. Dr. Abdul Mcguid said. A League official, spcakinc on 
condition of anonymity, said nothing more than j statement condemning 
Israel is expected. PLO leader Yasser Arafat messaged Dr. Abdul Mecuid 
and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on Saturday complaining about 
the situation. Mr. Arafat's message decried “Israel's killing of Palestinians 
and destruction of their homes. The mes&aces urged action to stop these 
practices, a PLO official said. ~ * 
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King visits 
Somalia unit 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein, the Supreme Com- 
‘ mander of tbe Jordanian Armed 
Forces, Saturday visited the 
RayalMilitaiy College, where he 
' inspected a unit which has been 
prepared and equipped to partid- 

■ pate with the international 

- emergency forces deployed in 
" Somalia. King Hussein watched 

- exercises by tbe upil. King Hus- 
" jejn ^5 accompanied on the visit 

' by tbe chief of staff of the land 
forces and his assistant for opera- 
■■ (ions and training. 

Husseini: PLO could 
,• enter peace talks 

CAIRO (R) — Faisal Husseini. 
’■ bead of Palestinian delegates to 
Middle East peace talks, was 
quoted on Saturday as saying the 

’-S3 Palestine Liberation Organ isa- 
rion (PLO) would have to enter 
the talks directly if Israel did not 
show more flexibility. Mr. Hus- 
seini told A! Quds newspaper the 
expulsion of Palestinians and ris- 

• ing bloodshed in the occupied 

■ territories would require the PLO 
to step up resistance if they con- 
tinued. Only the PLO would have 
tbe credibility to counter an in- 

• creasingly bratalA occupier in the 

- streets and at the negotiating 
' table at the same time, he said. 

• “If this is (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin’s choice we also 
will not be bound by negotiations 
alone. (We) will have no choice 

- but to call on supporters to re- 
spond to Israeli oppression," said 
Mr. Husseini. “But when this 

- happens and the rules of the 
game change, we who are under 
Israeli authority will change 

- - . places with tbe PLO outside, 

“ ' ' which possess tbe authority and , 

5 “ the -power and the . freedom to 

- carry out this policy,** he added. 
"The PLO will negotiate directly 
as well as leading the resistance 
struggle, as happened in the 

. negotiations over Vietnam and 
Algeria," Mr. Husseini said. 


Security Council accepts Israeli 
offer over evictees as first step 

Rabin asserts crisis is resolved; Palestinians dismiss 
U.N. move as illegitimate and meaningless 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE SECURITY Council, 
prompted by the U.S.. has moved 
to clear the way for continued 
Middle East peace talks by 
accepting Israel's offer to repatri- 
ate 101 of more than 400 exiled 
Palestinians. 

But Palestinians dismissed Fri-. 
day’s development as “meaning- 
less” and illegitimate. The exiles 
Saturday held a mock funeral for 
the Security Council. 

Diplomats had said the United 
States wanted the Security Coun- 
cil to demonstrate to Arab coun- 
tries that it had not dropped the 
issue of the expulsions, which 
have stalled the U.S. -sponsored 
peace talks. 

But the move may backfire if it 
is seen as nothing more than an 
attempt to avoid sanctioning 
Israel. 

Arab states have said they 
would not return to the negotiat- 
ing table until all the men were 
repatriated, as the Security Coun- 
cil first demanded in a resolution 
passed on Dec. 10, a day after the 
mass expulsion. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin asserted that the issue of 
the expellees had come to its 
conclusion following the U.N. 
statement. 

The Security Council said it 
acknowledged an Israeli decision 
to repatriate 101 expellees im- 
mediately and the others by the 
end of the year, calling it “a step 
in the righ^direction." 

“The issue of the leaders of 


Hamas who were removed came 
to its conclusion following the 
understanding reached between 
Israel and the U.S. administra- 
tion and the Israeli government 
decision taken following that 
understanding on Feb. 1," Mr. 
Rabin said through his spokes- 
man. 

The Israeli decision to shorten 
the terms of exile of the alleged 
Islamic militants was reached af- 
ter negotiations with U.S. repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Rabin said he hoped the 
peace talks could now be re- 
sumed. The Palestinian negotiat- 
ing team dropped out of the talks, 
demanding that Israel comply 
with Security Council Resolution 
799 calling for the return of the 
evictees. 

“This formal conclusion at the 
Security Council paves the way 
for the resumption of the peace 
talks," Mr.. Rabin's spokesman 
said. “The prime minister hopes 
all (he parties involved in the 
negotiations will now make every 
effort to bring about the resump- 
tion of the talks as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

The U.N. paper was read by 
Security Council President 
Ahmad Snoussi at a meeting with 
Israeli U.N. envoy Gad Yaacobi. 

The points covered in the state- 
ment: 

— Reaffirmed the council's com- 
mitment to Resolution 799, de- 
manding die immediate return of 
all the banished Palestinians, and 
the need for its implementation: 

— Took note of a Feb. 9 letter 


from Mr. Yaacobi to the council 
president saying Israel's recent 
decision to repatriate some of the 
expellees at once and rhe rest 
before the end of the year was 
“consistent with the principles of 
... Resolution 799" an oblique 
acknowledgment of the council's 
order; 

— Acknowledged Israel's deci- 
sion as a step in the right direc- 
tion; 

— Urged Israel "to follow 
through expeditiously with the 
above points, allowing therefore 
the return of all the deportees as 
soon as possible;** 

— Reaffirmed support for the 
16-month-old Middle East nego- 
tiations, and urged all concerned 
to redouble their efforts to rein- 
vigorate the peace process. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is due to visit the 
Middle east shortly and a resolu- 
tion of the expellees issue would 
greatly assist his efforts to revive 
the peace talks. 

Palestinian peace negotiator 
Hanan Ashrawi said in a state- 
ment the plan “fails to address 
the central issue of the illegality 
of deportations." 

"The Palestinian position re- 
garding the expulsions remains 
unchanged we are committed to 
the frill implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799 
as a requirement for the resump- 
tion of negotiations.” she said. 

Dr. Ashrawi, in Washington 
for talks with State Department 
and White House officials, had 
said earlier Friday that the 


Palestinians “will be willing to 
deal with whatever the Security 
Council decides" on im- 
plementing Resolution 779. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) U.N. observer, 
Nasser Al Kidwa. said he played 
no pan in the council's action and 
reiterated demands for the im- 
mediate repatriation of all those 
expelled. 

Mr. Yaacobi said: "We believe 
this issue is now finally removed 
from the agenda of the Security 
Council and the United Nations." 

But Mr. Snoussi said the coun- 
cil “remains seized of the affair" 
— meaning it could return to the 
issue at a later date. 

Mr. Kidwa said he would con- 
tinue PLO efforts to have trade 
sanctions imposed on Israel un- 
less all the evictees are returned 
immediately. The PLO had asked 
the Security Council to impose 
the sanctions. 

Mr. Snoussi. the council's only 
Arab member, said the 15 nation 
council would take no more pub- 
lic action unless the situation 
flared up again in Israel or Leba- 
non. 

The secretary general of the 
Arab League! Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, said the Security Council 
move could be viewed as a "step 
in the right direction." 

“If these efforts fall within the 
framework of implementing the 
resolution fully and speedily so 
the peace talks can be held, then 
this is a positive matter,” he said 
in Cairo. 


Libya appears 
to soften stance 

■ TUNIS (R) — A dose aide to 
; Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
said Saturday Tripoli would allow 
two Libyans to stand trial in 
Britain or the United States over 
the Lockerbie bombing if so 
ordered by an international 
court. The comments by Bel- 
gacem Al Zwai , Libya's arabassa- 

- - 5 ' dor to Morocco, appeared to be a 
r C z * softening of Tripoli’s stance. Last 

month, Libya appeared to harden 
its position by saying it wanted a 
just and fair trial in a “neutral 
country.” It bad said previously it 
would accept a trial m a “just and 
fair court," appearing to leave 
open the possibility of proceed- 
ings in Britain or the United 
States. Mr. Zwai said his country 
would abide by any ruling by the 
International Court of Justice in 
the Hague, which beard Libya's 
request last March to consider the 
dispute. 

Bashir relieves 
foreign minister 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Ali 
Sahloul, Sudan's foreign minister 
snee Lieutenant-General Omar 
rlassan Al Bashir came to power 
jn a military coup 316 years ago. 
has been relieved from his post, 
/cr Sudan News Agency 
reported Saturday. 
5UNA said Mr. Sahloul was re- 
P«red by Hussein Abu Saleh, a 
““•cal doctor who has held a 
portfolio in every single cabinet 
pnee 1985. No reason was given 
e Bair's decision. Mr. 

SahloaJ . a career diplomat, re- 
to the Foreign Ministry as 
_ - > j^^ador with the status of a 

- 3ede ral minister. Mr. Abu Saleh 
v-, • served 85 minister of foreign 
^ . -f bealth, culture, develop- 

- Wnt and social welfare. 

tiaghreb leaders 
ilan summit 

UNIS (R) — The heads of state 
Aigeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
brocco and Tunisia will meet in 
•nisia at tbe end of 1993 in an 
iempt to speed up regional tn- 
gration, Tunisian Foreign 
mister Habib Ben Yahia said 
turday. The five countries 
ike up the Arab Maghreb Un- 
i. which was set up in 1989 to 
■ rk for a regional common mar- 
i. Mr. Ben Yahia, speaking 
er a two-day meeting of the 
ion's council of ministers in 
nis, said tbe ministers had de- 
ed to give priority to putting 
o effect 25 agreements. 


Exiles stage ‘funeral’ 
for Security Council 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Nearly 400 Pales ci- - 
nians expelled by Israel staged a 
"funeral" Saturday for the U.N. 
Security Council to underline 
their rejection of a compromise 
under which Israel would repatri- 
ate them piecemeal. 

Marching in the rain near their 
camp in southeast Lebanon, the 
evictees carried a wooden coffin 
labelled “U.N. Security Council” 
in a funeral procession. 

The casket was lowered into a 
grave and tbe evictees' spokes- 
man. Abdul Aziz Rantisi. told his 
comrades the Security Council 
was “the first fatality in our 
camp." 

“I hereby commemorate the 
Security Council's credibility, 
which it lost when ir squandered 
the rights of the Palestinians to 
return home,” said Dr. Rantisi, a 
physician from the Israeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

“Only God is immortal," the 
evictees chanted. 

A wooden marker placed on 
the grave read in Arabic: "Here 


rests the Security Council's credi- 
bility.” 

The U.N. Security Council Fri- 
day agreed to a U.S.-brokered 
compromise that allowed Israel 
to repatriate 101 expellees and 
"to follow through expeditiously 
to allow the return of all the 
deportees." 

Dr. Rantisi said the formula i 
was only aimed at smoothing the 
way for U.S. Secretary of State | 
Warren Christopher's visit to the i 
region. 

Mr. Christopher is due in the 
area Feb. 17 to try to revive 
Middle East peace talks, stalled 
since the expulsions. 

“This declaration stresses anew 
the double standard used by the 
Security Council which has re- 
fused compromise solutions in 
implementing its resolutions in 
other international cases," Dr. 
Rantisi said on Friday's Security 
Council paper. 

The paper said Israel’s offer to 
let 101 return at once and the rest 

(Cootinned on page 5) 
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Hariri: No separate 
peace with Israel 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Lebanon's 
prime minister Saturday ruled out 
a separate peace treaty with 
Israel but said progress on the 
Jewish state’s withdrawal from 
south Lebanon should not be 
linked to regional peace. 

Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
also said President Hosni Mubar- 
ak pledged to use his influence 
with the Israelis to persuade them 
to withdraw from a self- 
proclaimed Lebanese “security 
zone.” 

Mr. Hariri did not rule out 
resuming stalled Middle East 
peace talks before the issue of 
Palestinian evictees was solved. 

Making the first visit by a 
Lebanese prime minister to Cairo 
for 20 years, Mr. Hariri told a 
news conference he would wait to 
see what proposals U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
had before commenting on when 
peace talks should restart. 

Asked if Lebanon was pre- 
pared to restart talks before the 


issue of Israel’s expulsion of 415 
Palestinians to South Lebanon 
was resolved, he said: “Let me 
put the question another way. 
The deportees' issue, whatever 
happens, will be on the negotia- 
tions table. 

“It's much better that it’s 
solved before talks restart be- 
cause matters will be very tough if 
it is nor. In any case let us wait 
until (Christopher) comes and see 
what he's got.” 

“Signing a separate agreement 
with Israel is not possible,” Mr. 
Hariri said after a 45 minute 
meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

"But what is possible is imple- 
mentation of the United Nations 
resolution calling for withdrawal 
of Israel from occupied Lebanese 
territory. This is the basis on 
which Lebanon entered the peace 
talks.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Russian envoy demands Iraqi 
compliance with U.N. terms 


U.N. team visits former 
Scud missile site in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A Russian 
special envoy left Baghdad Satur- 
day after Iraq apparently failed to 
win Moscow’s support for the 
lifting of United Nations sanc- 
tions crippling the economy. 

Igor Melekiiov, deputy chief of 
the Russian Foreign Ministry’s 
Middle East desk, said that Iraq 
must first comply with all U.N. 
resolutions stemming from the 
Gulf war before Moscow would 
consider helping start a dialogue 
to end Iraq’s isolation. 

“[ wouldn’t say it was success- 
ful, I would say it was useful," 
said Mr. Melekhov of his talks 
with Iraqi officials. 

tbe five-day visit was the first 
by a senior Russian official since 
before the Gulf war broke out in 
1991. Moscow had previously 
been Iraq’s cheif military sup- 
plier. 

“The bottom line was that Iraq 
must first comply with all Security 
Council resolutions before Russia 
could consider offering a helping 
hand,” a diplomat said on con- , 
dition of anonymity. 

Mr. Melekhov sought clarifica- 


tion on Iraq's stand on complying 
with the resolutions and opinion 
of the new U.S. administration. 
He did not share his impressions 
with reporters. 

Mr. Melekhov declined to 
make further statements before 
leaving the Iraqi capital on the 
1,000 kilometre overland trip to 
Amman. Baghdad’s only link 
with tbe outside world. 

Iraqi officials had no immedi- 
ate comment on the visit. 

Russia’s demand for a U.N. 
Security Council review of the 
U.S. cruise-missile attack on 
Baghdad last month fuelled Iraq's 
hopes of splitting Moscow away 
from the U.S.-led Gulf war coali- 
tion. 

Iraq desperately needs the 
Security Council to lift economic 
sanctions imposed during the 
Gulf crisis so that it can again sell 
oil and import goods. 

The Security Council has de- 
manded that jtaghdad first comp- 
ly with all resolutions pertaining 

(Continued on page 5) 


BAGHDAD (R) — A team of 
U.N. inspectors spent its first day 
in the field Saturday visiting an 
Iraqi military camp where Scud 
missiles were built, a U.N. source 
said. 

“We went to a site north of 
Baghdad doing an inventory of 
production tools," said Patrice 
Palanque, head of the 13-member 
team of international experts 
trying to fill remaining gaps in 
information on Iraq's ballistic 
weapons programme. 

The U-N. source identified the 
site as Iraq’s sprawling military 
camp of Taji in the northern 
outskirts of Baghdad. 

“This is a typical military place, 
especially dedicated to Scud mis- 
siles,” the source said. 

Under U.N. supervision, the 
Iraqis destroyed the missile pro- 
duction machines in Taji. 

Mr. Palanque, a Frenchman, 
and his team arrived in Baghdad 
on Friday to check that Iraq is not 
storing or secretly producing 
rockets prohibited under the Gulf 
war ceasefire terms. 


There were no reports of Iraqi 
resistance or lack of cooperation 
when the team of 13 experts, 
which arrived in Baghdad Friday, 
rook inventory of components 
and tools at the site. 

Mr. Palanque said on arrival 
Friday that his team members 
were given the cold shoulder 
when the group landed in Iraq 
from Bahrain. 

There was no Iraqi official to 
receive them, the bus that 
brought them to Baghdad from 
the military airport at Haddaniya, 
60 kilometres west of the Iraqi 
capital., was late and immigration 
procedures took a long time. 

But Mr. Palanque. himself an 
expert in ballistic missiles, said 
there was no sign of Iraqi indiffer- 
ence Saturday. 

Asked to comment on the level 
of Iraqi cooperation Saturday, he 
said the “Iraqis are doing their 
job” and were being cooperative. 

Mr. Palanque’s team was the 
third to reach Iraq since the 
United States led a series of air 
strikes against Iraqi air-defence 
installations in January. 


Assad and 
Abu Jaber 
hold talks 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker (second from left) 
Saturday holds talks with U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy (third from 
left) in a meeting attended by Minister for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Ibrahim Izzeddine (left) and U.S. Ambassador Roger Harrison 
(Petra photo) 

Sharif Zeid, Leahy say 
U.S. has to revise vision 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Satur- 
day held talks with U.S. Senator 
Patrick Leahy on Jordanian- 
American relations, the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, reported. 

It quoted Sharif Zeid and Sen. 
Leahy as voicing “the need for 
the U.S. to review its vision of the 
Middle East region, taking into 
consideration the changes that 
have occurred on the internation- 
al arena, and the aspiration of the 
peoples of the region." 

During the meeting, which was 
attended by Minister for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izzed- 
dine and U.S. Ambassador Ro- 


Algerian 

strongman 

escapes 

carbomb 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — De- 
fence Minister Khaled Nezzar. 
seen as the strongman in Alger- 
ia’s collective presidency, nar- 
rowly escaped assassination 
Saturday when a powerful car- 
bomb exploded as he drove past. 

The official APS news agency 
said the bomb was deliberately 
aimed at General Nezzar. He was 
not hurt and there were no 
casualties. 

“The car, which was parked 
near AJ Biar Stadium exploded 
about 10 a.m. just as the minis- 
ter's car was near it,” it said. 

No-one had yet claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack. 

Gen. Nezzar is considered the 
strongman behind the High StaLe 
Council, an army-backed junta 
that deposed President Chadli 
Benjedid in January 1992 when 
Muslim fundamentalists were ab- 
out to sweep into control of par- 
liament in legislative elections. 

The council cancelled the elec- 
tions and imposed a state of 
emergency that is still in effect. 

Continuing skirmishes between 
Muslim insurgents and security 
forces have killed about 300 
police and soldiers. 

Last June Head of State 
Mohammad Boudiaf was shot 
dead by a 26-year-old officer in 
the security forces. An official 
inquiry said the assassin was a 
supporter of the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) party. 

“A government source said the 
powerful explosion caused only 
materia] damage. There were no 
wounded among the passengers 
in the minister's car nor among 
pedestrians,” APS of Saturday’s 
blast. 

Less than 24 hours before the 
attack, Algeria's justice ministry 
announced that four Muslim fun- 
damentalists had been executed 
after the supreme court rejected 
their appeals (see page 2). 

Security vehicles, sirens 
screaming, raced through streets 
to the capital's heights where the 
attack took place. The area was 
cordoned off by paramilitary 
police, witnesses said. Firemen 
hosed down the road round the 
blackened remnants of a car. 

Metal shutters of three nearby 
shops were twisted and blackened 
by the blast. “I thought it was an 
earthquake.” said a young man 
who lives in the area overlooking 
tite Mediterranean. 

An executive with a Western 
oil firm based in the area of the 
attack said: “There was an ex- 
tremely loud explosion near the 

(CoBthmed on page 5) 


ger Harrison, Sharif Zeid and 
Sen. Leahy also reviewed the 
situation of the nearly 400 Palesti- 
nians now stranded in South 
Lebanon after they were expelled 
by the Israeli occupation author- 
ities on Dec. 17. 

Sen. Leahy, who is on a Middle 
East visit which has alredy taken 
him to Israel and Egypt, voiced 
his concern over the plight of the 
expellees and said that he was 
familiarised with the internation- 
al position vis-a-vis Israel's stand 
on the crisis. 

Petra said Sharif Zeid de- 
scribed the crisis as a stumbling 

(Con turned on page 5) 


KHAN YOUNIS, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — An Arab 
member of Israel's parliament 
Saturday told Palestinians whose 
homes were rocketed by Israeli 
troops he would appeal to the 
high court lo stop the destruction 
of Arab homes. 

“The Israelis destroyed these 
houses not for security reasons 
but just to satisfy the Israeli 
people," said Taleb Al Sanah, 
who represents the Arab Demo- 
cratic List. 

“I’m going to appeal to the 
high court to stop the demolition 
of houses," he said on a visit to 
the site of damaged and des- 
troyed homes in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

The army fired rockets at 20 
Palestinian homes Thursday in 
what it described as an operation 
to arrest wanted activists. 

Faisal Al Husseini, adviser to 
the Palestinian delegation ro Mid- 
dle East peace talks, told 35 
Palestinian families made home- 
less in the attack that the army's 
action was “a war against civi- 
lians.” 

About 100 Palestinians, sup- 


KABUL (Agencies) — The Isla- 
mic government tightened its grip 
on the battle-weary Afghan capit- 
al Saturday, pushing rival Shiite- 
rebels from their stronghold in 
western Kabul. 

At least 1,000 people- mostly 
civilians, have been killed since 
the fighting started Jan. 19 be- 
tween government troops and the 
fundamentalist group Hezb-e- 
Islami and its ally, the Iranian- 
backed Hezb-e-Wahdat. 

Hospital officials estimate 
another 4,000 people have been 
wounded and tens of thousands 
more have fled the city. 

Doctors in Kabul say the exact 
death toll will never be known 
because most Afghans bury their 
dead immediately in keeping with 
strict Islamic tradition. 

Government soldiers moving 
into abandoned Hezb-e-Wahdat 
positions Saturday found the re- 
mains of four hostages who had 
been killed and partly burned by 
fleeing Shiite rebels, witnesses 
said. 

Angry government soldiers, 
who discovered the dead, cursed 
Hezb-e-Wahdat chief Abdul Ali 
Mazari. 

"This is his work. Even the 
Russians never behaved like 
this," shouted Mullah Izzatullah, 
a former guerrilla commander. 

Since taking power from the 
former Soviet-backed, commun- 
ist rulers last April, guerrilla 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al Assad 
held talks Saturday on Palestinian 
evictees and the Middle East 
peace process with Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber. 

Officials and diplomats said 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk 
Al Sharaa was present at the 
meeting and would hold more 
talks with Dr. Abu Jaber on a 
U.N. Security Council formula 
aimed at defusing the expellee 
crisis which has hindered the re- 
sumption of peace talks. 

The Svrian-Jordanian talks are 
pan of a series of contacts among* 
Arabs involved in the peace pro- 
cess prior to next week's tour of 
the region by U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher. 

Jordan's. Ambassador in 
Damascus Nayef Al Hadid also 
attended the talks. 

Upon arriving in Damascus. 
Dr. Abu Jaber said his talks here 
with Syrian officials would cover 
Jordanian-Syrian relations, the 
situation in the Middle East, the 
Middle East peace talks and the 
issue of Palestinian expellees. 

He told the Syrian Arab News 
Agency (SANA) that he would 
discuss the U.N. Security Council 
statement accepting the return of 
the expellees in stages with the 
objective of coordinating the 
Jordanian and Syrian stands on 
the issue. 


porters of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas which opposes 
peace talks, with Israel, sur- 
rounded Mr. Husseini. chanting 
Hamas slogans. 

“Peace-seekers are seekers of 
dreams. You are drowning in 
dreams." they shouted. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency said it was going 
to distribute S26.0Q0 among the 
homeless families, as well as food 
and tents. The families are pre- 
sently living with relatives. 

• 

Soldiers shot and wounded 1 1 
Palestinians in clashes on Friday 
night. Palestinian sources said". 
The army confirmed four Palesti- 
nians were wounded. 

The Israeli military comman- 
der of the Gaza Strip said Satur- 
day that soldiers dispersing vio- 
lent demonstrations have some- 
times ‘accidentally" shot chil- 
dren. 

Brigadier General Yom-Tov 
Samiva was asked about the kill- 
ing of children and Palestinian 
youths in an interview with Israel 
army radio. 


groups, deeply divided along reli- 
gious. ethnic and tribal lines, 
have turned their weapons on one 
another. 

Hezb-e-IsIami chief Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and Hezb-e-Wahdat. 
which represents Afghanistan's 
minority Shiite Muslims, have 
vowed to destroy the city unless 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani 
resigns. 

In fighting Saturday, witnesses 
said Shiite rebels shot at govern- 
ment troops trying to rescue a 
60-year-old woman wounded and 
bleeding outside a grain silo. Two 
soldiers ran behind an armoured 
personnel carrier and slowly 
dragged the woman to safety. ■ 

Government spokesman Abdul 
Qanooni said a former commun- 
ist. Ali Kodayadar. had negoti- 
ated an alliance between Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s forces and Hezb-e- 
Wahdat troops. 

Several members of the most 
radical wing of Afghanistan’s dis- 
banded Communist Party joined 
Mr. Hekmatyar when Muslim in- 
surgents overran the capital and 
took power. 

On the 26th day of fighting, 
most fire was concentrated on 
and around Sher Darwaza Hill, 
which has a commanding view 
over the city centre and is the site 
of the ancient Kabul Wall. 

"We captured Sher Darwaza at 
12:15 midnight last night but we 
(Coetinoed on page 31* 


Israeli lawmakers to appeal 
destruction of Gaza homes 


Kabul forces push rebels 
out of western stronghold 









Peace talks have reached 
a turning-point — Ashrawi 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
time has come “to admit that 
certain legal and moral questions 
have to be addressed in this peace 
process." according to Hanan 
■Ashrawi. spokeswoman for the 
Palestinian delegation to the Mid- 
dle East peace talks, who says 
that continued Palestinian parti- 
cipation is contingent on “creat- 
ing circumstances" which will en- 
able the delegation to return to 
the table. 

During a press briefing spon- 
sored by the National Association 
of Arab Americans here Friday. 
Dr. Ashrawi said that from the 
Palestinian perspective, peace 
talks “have been at a standstill 
since mid-December," and no 
dates have been set for resuming 
either multilateral or bilateral 
talks. 

Although discussions are still 
ongoing as to the conditions that 
will enable all parties to return, 
she said “the Palestinians will not 
resume negotiations without 
further action by the United Na- 
tions or the Israeli government." 

“I'm not maneuvering here. 
We're not playing games. These 
arc serious issues at stake." Dr. 
Ashrawi told reporters. “The - 
manner of implementation is up 
to the Security Council." but 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799 “has to be implemented 
to ensure the rule of law in our 
region and respect for Security 
Council resolutions." 

Dr. Ashrawi said that while 
Palestinians are committed to the 
peace process and have worked 
very hard to sustain it. “we have 
reached a moment of truth. 

...This critical phase encapsulates 
— in a sense, summarises — all 
the problems that we've been 
having." 

She pointed out that “yester- 
day in Khan Yunis. 12 houses 
were demolished using anti-tank 
missiles, and eight others were 
seriously damaged.” 



Hanan Ashrawi 

“Every day we see people 
whose children have been killed 
...we get capsules, letters from 
prison talking about torture and 
maltreatment. Every day we have 
to see families who have lost a 
relative. Every day we have to 
see houses being demolished, 
with people losing everything." 

She said the question of human 
rights and of expulsions shows 
that the present process “has 
neither been a vehicle for change, 
nor has it brought about new 
perceptions in terms of the re- 
gion, and we cannot continue 
with business as usual." 

Dr. Ashrawi said her visit to 
the United States was “to estab- 
lish contact with the new adminis- 
tration." present the Palestinian 
position on several issues, and to 
urge the start of "a new phase’’ in 
the process. 

One of the serious flaws of the 
peace process, she said, has been 
that there is no binding timetable 
to move the process forward and 
accomplish what has been agreed 
upon. 


She said that dates which have 
been set are viewed as a target 
date and not as a deadline, 
adding, “Of course you are going 
to end up with Israeli attempts at 
prolonging, and this is what has 
happened.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said all of the 
U.S. officials with whom she met 
have given “a definite commit- 
ment that this is a priority issue 
on their agenda,” that the U.S. 
does not condone nor will it 
accept deportation, and that 
“they are willing to work with us 
to ...regenerate the process.” 

The Palestinian delegation will 
be meeting with Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher when 
he comes to occupied Jerusalem, 
she said. “But I think it will be 
very important to implement 799 
before Secretary Christopher 
goes to the region so that the 
talks will deal with the peace 
process rather than again with 
expulsions and human rights.” 

Asked what fundamental 
changes the Palestinian delega- 
tion is advocating. Dr. Ashrawi 
said there are "serious substan- j 
tive issues” of disagreement ab- | 
out the scope of the negotiations, 
such as territoriality (including 
East Jerusalem), security, legisla- 
tion, the settlements, and “the 
interlock.” or transitional stage 
on permanent status and transfer 
of authority. 

Asked if the issue of East 
Jerusalem is not too explosive an 
issue to be part of permanent 
negotiations. Dr. Ashrawi said 
that “not a single country in the 
world ...with the exception of 
Costa Rica ...accepted the un- 
ilateral annexation of East Jeru- 
salem, including' the U.S.” 

“The Israelis say East Jeru- 
salem is a sensitive and explosive 
issue. So what?'* Dr. Ashrawi 
remarked. “The occupation itself 
is sensitive and explosive. ...Hu- 
man lives are sensitive issues, as 
far as we are concerned, and we 
want to discuss all this.” 
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PROTEST IN CHICAGO: Omar Jarad (left} meat. Moha mmad Jar-rad is ooe of three American , j 

citizens of Arab f 5 

protester) demonstrate with several hundred Arab- ^ ****»«* Mov H » 

Americans on Friday against the detention of their meat, H am a s (AFP photo) 
father Mohammad Jarad by the Israeli govern- 


Four executed in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Four 
Muslim fundamentalists were ex- 
ecuted but eight others had their 
death sentences commuted to life 
imprisonment, the Justice Minis- 
try, quoted by Algiers radio, said 
Friday. It did not say when. 

Those executed included a man 
called “Tayeb the Afghan,” sent- 
enced to death with nine others 
for a raid on a frontier post in 
1991 in which three soldiers were 
killed and mutilated. 

The radio did not say whether 
appeals for mercy had been 
granted for the eight other conde- 
mned men. whose appeal was 
rejected by the supreme court last 
month. 

In January Algeria executed 
two other fundamentalists — the 
first death penalties carried out in 
a year during which courts have 
condemned 48 men to death. 

Executions are usually carried 
out at dawn by firing squad. 

Prime Minister Belaid Abdul 


Sal am said Thursday that "an 
iron fist will strike" fundamental- 
ists who pursued violence against 
the state. 

A military court sentenced the 
men last May in the Sahara De- 
sert town of Ouargla. 

The court was told that men in 
turbans attacked the post by night 
shouting “Allahu Akbar." 

One soldier described how 
guardsman Ahmad Kesri was ■ 
found dead. “His brains were 
burst open, with his severed 
genitals in his mouth,” soldier AH 
Chiboub said. 

Prosecutor Captain Abdul 
Karim Boualef told reporters 
during the trial: ”It was more 
than an assassination, their 
bodies were mutilated with 
knives and swords.” 

He sought death sentences 
against 15 of the 62 men on trial. 
The court sentenced 13 to death, 
acquitted 16 and gave the others 


prison terms from four years to 
life. 

The month after the attack, the 
fundamentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) took a massive lead 
in' general elections. 

But the authorities cancelled 
the second, round of voting in 
January 1992 and later outlawed 
the ns. 

Gunmen have since launched a 
guerrilla campaign ' against . the' 
security forces. 

An official human rights group 
last week said at least 250 mem- 
bers of the security forces have 
been killed along with about 350 
guerrillas and civilians.' 

Early this week the authorities 
extended indefinitely a state of 
emergency which was due to ex- 
pire last Tuesday. 

Algiers and six surrounding 
districts have been under night 
curfew since Dec. 5. 


Famine and war kill in silence in Sudan 


By Pauline Jelinek 

The Associated Press 

KONGOR. Sudan — Flying 
kilometres and kilometres 
over scrub and pasture land, 
the first thing you notice is 
that there are no cows. 

And then at a dirt airstrip, 
where the starving gather 
near an arriving relief plane, 
there are few men. 

And almost no babies. 

The currents of the White 
Nile River and Sudan's 
bloody politics have swept 
much of the life from this 
area 400 kilometres north of 
the Kenyan border. 

They brought 10 years of 
war. months of flooding, two 
failed crops — and famine 
and disease. 

But people here have suf- 
fered quietly. 

While international atten- 
tion and aid have rescued 
some of the starving of neigh- 
bo uring Somalia and 
Ethiopia. Kongor and many 
other areas in war-torn south- 
ern Sudan have been off- 
limits to relief workers. 

“There are areas which are 
tragic." said Rob Hadley. 30. 
a British spokesman for the 
United Nations. “When we 
find rbem we ran do some- 
thing about it. If we can’t get 
in. we don't know what we're 
going to find." 

Late last year, the United 
Nations won agreement from 
warring rebels and the gov- 
ernment to permit relief 
workers into more areas in 
south Sudan. 

That brought a relief flight 
into Koneor in December for 


the first time in more than a 
year. 

To the airstrip eight 
kilometres out of town came 
emaciated, weakened and 
rag-clothed Dinka. members 
of a herding tribe whose 
livelihood, society and reli- 
gion are grounded in their 
crops and highly prized 
cattle. 

Food was airlifted in sever- 
al times in January. And as 
word spread, more needy 
have arrived to meet each 
flight. 

"We used to eat the leaf of 
the thorn tree." said Martha 
Ajok who lost three of her 
nine children to starvation 
and disease. She was one of 
more than 400 people who 
walked from nearby mud 
huts to meet a recent flight. 
"But now the leaves are 
eaten up and there are just 
thorns." 

“We ate water lilies when 
it was raining,” said her 
neighbour. Mary Achol. 
“But now the rains are 
finished and the lilies are 
hard to find." 

On her shoulders. Ms. 
Achol carried her son Gab- 
riel, a dazed child of 10 no 
bigger than an average boy of 
five. His ribs showed through 
thin flesh. His arms and kegs 
were only as big as the grip of 
a baseball bat. His gums were 
bloody sores. His eyelids, 
barely open, were covered 
with flies. 

Some people had swollen 
bellies. Many had sores on 
their heads, hands or feet, 
which relief workers said 
were scabies. Others com- 


plained of rashes, fever and 
malaria. They had no medi- 
cine. 

Sudan has been rent since 
1983 by civil war. 

At first it was a war of 
rebels against the govern- 
ment in the north for more 
autonomy and a greater share 
of the country’s wealth for 
the south. 

But in 1992 the rebel 
movement split into two fac- 
tions, each still opposed to 
the government in Khar- 
toum, but now engaged in 
killing each other. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
civilians have died from the 
fighting and famine in south- 
ern Sudan and many more 
are displaced. Both the gov- 
ernment and the rebels have 
used food as a weapon, keep- 
ing it for their own or keeping 
it out of the hands of their 
rivals. 

Mr. Hadley, the U.N. 
spokesman, said the recent 
agreement by rebels and the 
government to open up new 
areas for humanitarian aid 
shipments will help, if they 
hold to their promises. 

But it's shaky. Rebels two 
weeks ago halted a barge 
carrying food to the south 
and stole its cargo of 2.400 
tonnes, Mr. Hadley said. 

In Kongor, natural disaster 
has added to the disasters of 
war. 

Fed by a number of perma- 
nent and seasonal rivers and 
tributaries of the Nile, the 
surrounding land is swampy 
in some areas and dry in 
others. In the wet season the 
Dinka traditionally live away 


from the flooding, where 
they can plant . millet and 
other crops, and in the dry 
season they move to pasture 
land so their cattle can feed. 

But massive flooding in 
early 1991 prevented planting 
and destroyed what would 
have been two subsequent 
harvests. 

Later that year, the rebels 
split into two factions, divid- 
ing more or less along tribal 
lines between the Dinka and 
the Nuer tribe. 

In the fighting, many 
Dinka were killed, their cat- 
tle stolen or killed and their 
villages ransacked or aban- 
doned. 

“We have no seeds to plant 
again,” said Ms. Achol. “The 
(rebels) took them and 
burned some and threw 
others in the water. 

“And they took our cattle 
to make us suffer.” 

Aid officials estimate that 
the local population has 
dwindled to 30,000 from two 
or three times that many be- 
fore the war. 

“Our husbands have died 
because of the problems — or 
they ran away." Ms. Ajok 
said. “They left us with the 
kids. 

“The kids, as a result, have 
no food. They have just died, 
one after the othier," she 
said. 

The group of more than 
400 who greeted the recent 
relief plane was comprised of 
women, teenage boys and 
girls and dozens and dozens 
of children — but only three 
or four babies or toddlers. 

And there were only a few 
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A Sudanese refugee prepares food in front of her teat in a refugee 
camp in Juba, 1,200 kilometres from Khartoum (AFP photo) 


dozen men. 

Kongor area once was an 
agricultural centre where ab- 
out 140,000 head of livestock 
grazed and were traded, aid 
workers said. Not a single 
animal was seen by journal- 
ists accompanying the recent 
flight. 

“Ever since the war started 


we have been just depending 
on pure relief," said Maluin 
Deng who has been caring for 
his seven children since his 
first wife died and second fled 
to another town. • 

“Whenever a plane comes 
in. that's what' we've -got he 
said. 


Yemen appeals for emergency aid _ 

SANAA (AP) - Prime SSjJXm 

for finanral help to rebuild sou ^ homeless in the 

Eightee^pje Aed and in 50 years,. Mr. 

recent floods desmbed as the co ^ |eJevision afte r a tnp to 

Atlas’ appeal was damage at two billion nyafe 

the stricken -region. He estimaieo tne 5 ^ utilities has 

($125. million). in his appeal, 

completely gone, and all needs to ^euu ^ poorest in the Arab 
Yemen, a country of after the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 

-.he cash flow in 

retaliation for its pro-Iraq stance. 

Earthquake shakes western Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — 1 An earthquake shook the Algerian P^*** ®^ 
Tipazaf ^aboutfjO Horned west of the on f nday^ta 

<£ news agency APS said There were report^ 

casualties or damage. According powerful 

centre, the quake registered 4.1 on the *?*! ’ft^hock 

enough to cause heavy damage in a populated yea. An afterehock 
registering 2.2 on the scale followed five minutes later, the ageing 
sard. 

Cyprus to spend $200tn on Larnaca airport 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus, visited by 1.5 million tourists last year, 
said Friday it planned to spend more than S200 
Larnaca airport, the busiest on the island. 

Minister Renos Stavrakis said the project would oe 
end of 1997 and would nearly double capacity from 3.3 million to 
six -million passengers a year. Two French SrES 

and Aeroports de Paris, have been, awarded the 3.2 nuHwn CjpnB 
pound ($6.4 million) contract to prepare the architectural drawings 
and supervise construction. The contracts were signed Friday and 
the designs will be completed within 14 months. They will provide 
for a new passenger terminal, a new control tower, a new cargo 
terminal and extension of the runway. “The project will cost about 
100 million Cyprus pounds ($200 million). Construction is sche-. 
duled to begin in 1994 and should be completed by the end of 
T997;” Mr. Stavrakis told reporters. Larnaca airport, on the 
southern coast, was built after Turkish troops occupied toe 
northern thiitf of Cyprus in 1974. A smaller airport near Paphos on 
the southwestern coast is used primarily for charter flights. 

Rushdie proposed for French doctorate - 

PARIS (R) — British writer Salman Rushdie could be given an 
honorary doctorate in France, .but might be prevented from 
collecting it because of Iran’s threat on his life, French officials said 
Friday. Education and Culture Minister Jack Lang said he had 
approved a'proposal, sponsored by the human rights league, from' 
some .100 French professors that their universities gram tyr.- 
Rushdie the award. The hitch is that France has denied entry to 
Mr. Rushdie since he was sentenced to death by Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini four years ago for allegedly bias- i 
phemmg Islam in his book “The Satanic Verses. ”-Mr. Rushdie told 
French television, by satellite on Thursday his requests for private 
visits to France were turned down. “They were turned down three 
times, without any satisfactory explanation, contrary to the law " 
he said. “I was given to understand that I would not get any help 
although 1 need it.” Foreign ministry sources said Mr. Rushdie 
applied to visit France during or after the Gulf war. Authorities 
feared at the time his presence could cause tension with the Muslim, 
community. As a citizen of a European Community country, Mr.' 
Rushdie is' legally entitled to enter France freely. But he needs 
round -the dock protection because of the Iranian threat. “1 
suppose that great precautions need to be taken for Ms life and that 
of other people,” Mr. Lang told television. “I hope he willawne 
some day. As soon as possible', I hope.” Mr. Rushdie has Stepped 
up appearances and trips abroad. In the past year, he has visaed 
nine countries to seek support.. 

Woman beheaded for murdering husband 

RIYADH (AP) — A woman convicted of murdering her husband 
was beheaded Friday iri the southwestern region of Adha_ the 
Interior Ministry announced. The woman, identified as Gomaa 
Bint Abdul Khalik A1 Gbambi. told the Islamic court during trial 
that she killed her husband, “because she did not want him as he 
was old.” the statement said. Her age and that of her late husband 
were not disclosed. Describing the murder, the statement said the 
woman used her husband's rifle to shoot him in his sleep, then 
dragged his body to the kitchen and set it alight.- It was not dear 
when the murder took place. The nationality of the woman was not 
specified, a normal practice when the convict is a Saudi. 

Belgian troops disarm 13 Somalis 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian troops with the United Nations force in 
Somalia detained and disarmed 13 Somali militia fighters near 
Kismayu port, a Belgian Defence Ministry spokesman said Friday. 
The fighters, from' the militia led by General Mohammad Said 
Hersi, known as Gen. Morgan, were driving an armed vehicle 
known as a ’’technical" when they were intercepted by a patrol of 
Belgian paratroops, the spokesman said. The men, who. were 
outside the zone designated for Sen. Morgan’s forces, were handed 
over to the U.S. army to take diem- back to their area. The 
technical was destroyed. 

Moroccan stuck for 6 months at Belgian airport 

BRUSSELS (R) — A Moroccan seeking political asylum in 
Belgium has spent most of the past six months in the transit zone of 
Brussels is international airport, an interior ministry official said 
Friday. The man, named by the official only as Seqqal, arrived in 
Belgium last September without documents via the port of Ghent 
and claimed to be a Moroccan. Belgium turned down his request 
for pohtical asylum and sent him back to Morocco. But Morocco 
sent him back to Belgium after he told the authorities he was of 
Israeli nationality. Once back in Belgium, he claimed again he was 
Moroccan and appealed to the country's council of state to quash ■ 
the decision to extradite him. The official said that Seqqal was 
moved to a more comfortable location in the transit zoneFriday, 

the *“? council's decision and-Si 
investigation by the Moroccan authorities. 
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Arti man 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min./Max. temp. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 9. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings; 
Amman 4K per ceni. Aqaba 7ft per 
cent. 
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AMMAN: 

Dr. Shabana Imam 753774 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashah 61)2507 
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firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascroa pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Sfcntcrsarti pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy .847623 

Fifth circle pharmacy 813141 

Samir pharmacy 661898 

Talal pharmacy 621366 

Ya'ish pharmacy 624425 

Al Alaa' pharmacy 777712 

Al Azznuni pharmacy HHS681 

H'sham pharmacy 771957 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

CWil Defence Department 661 1 H 

Civil Defence Immcdulc 

Rescue 631)341 

Civil Defence Emergency JW 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 
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Telephone Information 
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IRBID: 


Central Amman Telephone 
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Alquds pharmacy 
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Jordan Television 
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Radio Jordan 
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AMMAN! 
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IRBOh 
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AQABA: 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The, information is supplied by Royal 
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menr at the Queen Aha International 
Airport Tci (08}S3200-5. where it 
should always he verified. 
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dome News 


^ 

■Jordanian delegates meet 
/5ia ^erbaijan president 


•. ' \CU (Petra) — On the third 
. of a tour of newly indepen- 
: Islamic republics of the for- 
soviet Union, the Jordanian 
/.gatioo Saturday met with 
rbaijan President Abdulfez 
ribey- 

. eadof the Jordanian defega- 

- prince Ra’d . Ben Zeid delt- 
. - »d a message from His Majes- 

jjnt Hussein on establishing 
relations and future 
9%rig pe ration in all fields. 

taring the talks, a proposal 
made <o create a joint com- 
' : bee to organise and normalise 
' flow of trade between the two 

- - ntries and initiate economic 


cooperation. 

President Etehibey also voiced 
bis country’s total support for 
Jordan's stand vis-a-vis the Pales- 
tine question, demanding the full 
implementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

The delegation arrived in Baku 
from Bishkek, capital of Kyrgyz- 
stan, where they held similar 
talks. 

The delegation is expected to 
sign an agreement on the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations 
with Azerbaijan and issue a joint 
communique summing up the mi- 
nutes of their talks before flying 
Sunday to Tashkent capital of 
Uzbekistan. 


ledlcal education meetings 
;: a )Ciis on school curricula 


'■'lMAN (IT.) — Delegates 
resenting 14 medical institu- 
' is in 10 Near Eastern countries 
' hered at the Jordan University 
Science and Technology 
1ST) for a two-day symposium 
medical education. 
.-Organised by the United Na- 
. ns“ Children's Fund (UN- 
-F) the World Health Orga- 
- .ition (WHO) and JUST, the 
iposium will discuss various 
jjcal schools’ curricula and 
ans of overcoming the prob- 
is that impede their develop- 
nt. 

. JNICEF Regional Director 
'' ' North Africa and the Middle 
,t Edward Laimert told the 
•ning session' that UNICEF 
■, dedicating its efforts towards 
' r --tOrfiadng infimt mortality rates. 
‘Sr. Lannert said UNICEF was 
- nnmg to implement program- 
' ■ s designed to provide health 
■tection to mothers and chil- 


-dren. 

He underlined the importance 
of educating women as a means 
of reducing infant mortality, 
adding that simple prevention 
methods could be adopted to save 
mothers and infants from dis- 
eases. 

The meeting was opened by 
JUST President Kamel Ajlouni. 

Dr. Ajlouni said the two-day 
gathering offered an excellent 
opportunity for the delegates to 
exchange views and learn more 
about methods to protect human 
life. 

Saad Hijari of JUST and Ismat 
Izzat from Egypt each delivered 
speeches on the need to change 
medical education curricula in 
order to bring it in line with the 
needs of society. 

The delegates will also review a 
set of studies by UNICEF on 
ways to protect the health of 
mothers and infants. 



nister of Energy ud Mineral Resources Afi Abul Ragheb opens 
sdicrafts ia Amman, Saturday. 


handicraft exhibit opens 
o benefit blind women 


I MAN (Petra) — The Nation- 
. Society for the Welfare of 
ad Women h» cooperation 
h Al Qinuna Centre for De- 
is and Art Saturday organised 
exhibit entitled “Al AmaT to 
xmrage Jordanian industry. 
The two-day -exhibition, 
sned by Minster of Energy 
I Mineral Resources AH Abul 
gheb, includes tricot works, 
broidered dresses, knit-wear, 
ifitial flowers, painted mirrors, 
tery and other handicrafts rep- 
enting Jordanian heritage and 
dore. 

’roceeds of the exhibition will 


benefit the society which was 
established in 1991 within the 
Ministry of Sbcial Development, 
society Acting-Director Ali A! 
Barqawi said. 

He said the society plans to 
establish kindergartens and 
schools for blind girls and train 
them on handicrafts that will 
make them self-reliant. 

Mr. Barqawi said the society 
also plans to establish a braille 
library system and a data centre 
to serve all blind people in the 
Kingdom. 

Tne exhibit is at the Amra 
Hotel. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


bul Ragheb discusses energy with UNDP official 

MMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
3 ■' ; Ji Abul Ragheb met Saturday with the resident representative of 
ie United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Jordan, 
ihman Hashem. Mr. Abul Ragbeb and Mr. Hashem discussed 
ays of enhancing cooperation between the ministry and the 
nited Nations in energy-related fields. 

I. Korean deputies meet speakers of Parliament 

MMAN (Petra) — A North Korean parliamentary delegation 
a by Yang Hyong Sop Saturday voiced their country’s support 
•r the rights of the Palestinian people and demanded the 
ipleirentation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 799 which 
quires the repatriation of the 416 Palestinian expellees. Mr. 
yong Sop met with the speakers of the Upper and Lower, 
cruses of Parliaineitt and reviewed Jordanian North Korean 
lations and Middle East developments. 

udidary panel approves education draft law 

MMAN (Petra) — The Judiciary Committee of the Lower 
ouse erf Parliament approved Saturday the education draft law 
. 11 was referred to it by the House Education Committee with 

yeral amendments. In another development, the House Agri- 
ttural Committee will meet Sunday to discuss the 1973 
^ricoJfure Law. 


THAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

EsMhftkm entitled “Modernist Still Life Photographed” at the 

American Centre. 

Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Syrian artist Nazir 
Wa at Babdita Art Gallery. 

SsUbttion oT paint togs by the late Syrian artist Alfred Hatmal 
it Al Balqa Art Gallery in Fuhds city. 

’Exhibition of paintings by four Arab artists from the United 
totes — Ghada Jamal, Helen Kkal, Saha Noursi and Ahf 
'mrayk — at the Abdol Hameed Sboraao Foandatioo Gallery in 
ahal Amman, between the first and Second Circles, 
■xfcibiitoa of photographs by JeaB-Phffippe Reverdot at the 
ranch Cultural Centre. 

xhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Hayat Jamil Hafez at Afia 
rt GaBery. 
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Most Jordanian and Palestinian teachers 
keep their positions in Saudi Arabia 



Mohammad Hadid 


Red Cross, 
Crescent 
to open 
regional 
office in 
Amman 

By EKa NasraOah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite the strain of 
political relations with Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia did not resort to 
dismissing Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian teachers working at Saudi ' 
schools except in cases where' 
individuals were found “incom- 
petent" or involved in internal 
Saudi politics, diplomatic sources 
and observers said Saturday. 

“There has been no significant 
drop in the number of Jordanian 
and Palestinian teachers in Saudi 
Arabia in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis,’* said an Arab diplomatic 
source. “It was around 4,000 in 
July 19%) (immediately prior to 
the beginning of the Gulf crisis) 
and it remains around the same 
figure today.*’ 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 


Hindawi appeared to agree with 
the assertion. 

“We haven’t heard anything to 
indicate there was a change in the 
status of Jordanian teachers in 
Saudi Arabia at any point," he 
told the Jordan Times. 

The comments came in re- 
sponse to reports in London- 
based Arabic-language papers 
that King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
had issued a decree “reinstating" 
458 Palestinian and Jordanian 
teachers whose contracts “where 
terminated" by the Saudi Minis- 
try of Education after “media- 
tion’’ by Emir Salman Ben Abdul 
Aziz, the king's brother and emir 
of Riyadh. 

The reports suggested that the 
decree came after a senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official offered a public 
“apology" io Saudi Arabia for 


the seemingly pro-Iraqi position 
adopted by the PLO in the Gulf 
crisis. 

Political ties between Saudi Ara- 
bia and Jordan were also strained 
in the wake of the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait after 
Amman rejected the military op- 
tion to reverse the Iraqi move 
into the emirate and called for a 
solution to the crisis within the 
Arab context. 

But. according to the diploma- 
tic source, the Saudi authorities 
had kept such considerations out 
of their decisions to renew or 
terminate contracts of Jordanian 
and Palestinian teachers. 

“Hiring of Jordanian and 
Palestinian teachers to work at 
Saudi institutions was an area 
which was notably kept out of 
politics," said the source. 

Since then, reports have 


appeared off and on suggesting 
that the Saudi government, as 
well as private sector employers, 
was not renewing the contracts of 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates. 

Observers said there were a 
few cases of such terminations in 
the past two years, but not 
enough to indicate a concerted 
Saudi policy to dramatically re- 
duce the number of Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates in the 
kingdom. 

According to the diplomatic 
source, there are over 300.000 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
working in Saudi Arabia without 
any problems “outside the nor- 
mal circumstances and conditions 
attached to employment con- 
tracts as applicable to any other 
expatriate living in Saudi Ara- 
bia." 


Similarly, “entering contracts 
with teachers or renewing them 
depends entirely on the needs of 
Saudi schools; annual renewals of 
contracts are mostly automatic 
except in cases where the con- 
cerned individual is found not up 
to the required professional stan- 
dards or involved himself in the 
internal affairs of Saudi Arabia." 

Only a dozen or so cases of 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
teachers being dismissed after 
they “interfered in Saudi affairs" 
were reported in the last several 
years, said the source. “Contract* 
of a few others were terminated 
since they were found incompe- 
tent.” 

“If those who lost their jobs as 
a result of such decision opt to 
paint their cases as political, there 
is nothing anyone can do about 
it.” added the source. 


AMMAN — The International 
Federation of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies will open 
a regional office in Amman next 
month in implementation of an 
agreement signed with the Jorda- 
nian government in December 
1992, according to Mohammad 
Hadid, President of the Jorda- 
nian National Red Crescent Soci- 
ety (JNRCS). 

Suleiman Elghmary, head of 
the federation’s North Africa and 
Middle East desk in Geneva. 
Saturday concluded five days of 
talks with Dr. Hadid and the 
JNRCS to prepare for the formal 
opening of the regional office by 
the beginning of March. Dr. 
Hadid said. 

Mr. Elghmary who left Am- 
man for Geneva Saturday was 
quoted as saying that the regional 
office will conduct operations to 
benefit all the countries of the 
region, but will place emphasis on 
Iraq. 

He said the office will organise 
relief supplies including food and 
drugs for the Iraqi people. 

By year's end, the regional 
office will also be supervising 
work in Iran and Afghanistan, 
plus the five newly independent 
Islamic republics of the former 
Soviet Union, Dr. Hadid added. 

Dr. Hadid said the federation 
also plans to establish hospitals in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. He said Amman was 
chosen for the state of the region- 
al office in view of the remark- 
able activities of the JNRCS, its 
geographic location, and facilities 
Jordan offers to international 
organisations. 


Suspects in 
Irbid murder 
admit guilt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Irbid police 
have apprehended two suspects 
in the murder of a guest worker 
more than 10 months after the 
crime was committed. 

Brigadier Hashem Al Qaisi, 
director of the Irbid Police De- 
partment, told a press conference 
that the two male suspects in the 
slaying of Shaker Ayad Masaad, 
whose body was found on a farm 
near Kufr Yuba on April 3, 1992 
have been arrested, and they 
have admitted to commiting the 
crime. 

The two men, whose identities 
have been withheld, were said to 
live in caves and used to work in 
construction. 

The victim also was a construc- 
tion worker and had befriended 
the two ' suspects, according to 
Brigadier Qaisi. 

He said residents had com- 
plained lately of thefts and rob- 
beries, prompting the police to 
suspect the two men living in the 
caves. 

The police placed the two men 
under strict surveillance until 
they were caught stealing, the 
brigadier said. Under interroga- 
tin the suspects admitted to lull- 
ing Masaad, he said. 

Jrig. Qaisi said Masaad was 
stabbed with a switch-blade when 
the two men tried to rob him. 


Danish specialists check 
Jordan’s dumping sites 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
facing a serious problem in dis- 
posing solid waste and is enlisting 
the help of a specialised team 
from Denmark, according to 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat, Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. 

Speaking after a meeting with 
the team of specialists from the 
Danish Ministry of Environment, 
Dr. Tubeishat said the Danish 
specialists will tour garbage dump 
sites in Zarqa, Mafraq, Irbid, 
Salt, Maan and Tafileh before 
submitting a report on their find- 
ings and a plan of action. 

In their tours, the specialists 
will meet officials as well as 
citizens and will make thorough 
studies of the sites before con- 
cluding au agreement with the 
ministry on bilateral cooperation 
in environmental protection and 
the disposal of solid waste, the 
minister said. 

Jordan continues to face the 
problem of transporting solid 
waste which pollutes the environ- 
ment, and plans to provide the 



Abdul Razzak Tubeishat 

local councils with specially- 
equipped garbage trucks. Dr. 
Tubeishat added. 

Following the meeting, the 
Danish team visited the garbage 
dumping site in Ruseife. 

They talked with Ruseifa 
Mayor Mousa Al Saad who told 
them that the site has been caus- 
ing increased public concern be- 
cause of its foul-smelling emis- 
sions, especially in summer. 


Poor quality delays textbooks — ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Several fac- 
tors, including unsuitable texts, 
tardy printers and author- 
cancelled contracts contributed to 
the delay in distributing text- 
books at the start of the school 
year, said a Ministry of Education 
statement Saturday. 

Director of the Ministry's Cur-, 
ricula Department Ahmad 
Hiyasat said the ministry had 
.contracted a number of authors 
from the University of Jordan, 
the Jordan Academy of Arabic 
and Yarmouk University long be- 
fore the start of the school year 
1992-93. 

Bui when the textbooks were 
submitted, the ministry's Educa- 
tional Council found them to be 
unsuitable, especially in the 


elementary level, and decided 
they should be changed. Dr. 
Hiyasat said. 

He said, in addition, some au- 
thors cancelled their contracts 
and priming presses were late in 
delivering a number of the new 
books. 

The delays effected mainly sci- 
ence and social studies textbooks, 
he added. 

Dr. Hiyasat explained that the 
Educational Council, normally 
puts new school textbooks 
through a two-year trial period to 
determine whether or not they 
satisfy the needs of the students. 

Should they prove suitable, 
they are adopted, otherwise, they 
are amended or replaced, he said. 


The Ministry of Education is 
currently overhauling the nation's 
educational system. 

The introduction of new text- 
books, upgrading the qualifica- 
tions and proficiencies of teachers 
and building new schools com- 
plete with appropriate education- 
al facilities are pan of the over- 
haul process, according to Dr. 
Hiyasat. 

Director of the National Cen- 
tre for Educational Research and 
Development Victor Billeh, said 
the ministry is attempting to re- 
place those books which are dull 
and do not stimulate creativity 
and initiative in the students. 

The new books are intended to 
present the subject in an attrac- 
tive manner, he added. 


Dr. Billeh said the World 
Bank, the Jordanian government 
and Japan co-Fmanced the first 
stage of the overhauling process 
from 1990-1993. 

The next stage, from 1994- 
1997, will witness the introduc- 
tion of new curricula for the 
secondary school level, including 
new textbooks and amendments 
to the examination system in the 
country. Dr. Billeh said. 

He said there are also plans to 
establish more schools to help the 
ministry dispose of the two-shift 
system. 

Dr. Billeh said, the ministry 
plans to announce lenders for the 
construction of 150 schools be- 
fore the end of 1993. 


Two new 
free zones 
to boost trade 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two new free 
zones win be created in Jordan 
before the year's end in order to 
boost trade and earn the country 
additional hard currency, accord- 
ing to Director of the Jor dani an 
Free Zones Corporation (JFZQ 
Falah Al Qudah. 

Mr. Qudah was quoted by 
Agence France Presse (AFP) as 
saying that the country has two 
free zones, one at Zarqa estab- 
lished in 1983 and another at the 
port of Aqaba established in 
1973. 

Last year the free zones earned 
Jordan JD S6.5 million; a 21 per 
cent increase of over the previous 
year. Mr. Qudah said. 

He added that goods weighing 
1.05 million tonnes were brought 
into tire free zones in 1992; a 34 
per cent. increase over last year. 

He said 226 new investors 
established businesses in the two 
zones last year, and about 650 
more are expected this year since 
there are increased indications 
that the sanctions against Iraq 
would soon end. 

After the sanctions on Iraq are 
lifted the bulk of Iraq’s trade will 
again pass through Jordan, Mr. 
Qudah added. 

He said before the sanctions, as 
many as 300 trades used to com- 
mute daily between Jordan and 
Iraq, transporting goods to Iraqi 
markets from Aqaba. Today only 
70 to 80 tracks make the same 
journey, Mr. Qudah said. 

The two new free zones will be 
located at Sahab Industrial City, 
southeast of Amman and at 
Queen Alia International Airport 
(QAIA). 


Kabul forces 

(Continued from page 1) 
released the hill for military 
reasons," Hezb-e-Islami com- 
mander Zalmi told Reuters by 
telephone. 

He said 13 government soldiers 
and two Hezb-e-Islami fighters 
were killed in Friday's battle for 
the government-held hill. Hezb- 
e-Islami captured tanks and 
heavy weapons, he said. 

It was unclear side held the hill 
Saturday., 

Many of the rockets, fired at 
intervals of just erne minute, 
appeared to miss their military 
targets and ploughed into re- 
sidential areas of die old city at 
the foot of the bill, causing many 
casualties, hospitals said. 

The Jahmuriat Hospital in the 
city centre admitted 21 injured 
and three dead in the morning. 

Five rockets slammed into the 
compound of the presidential 
palace, killing one man who was 
almost sliced in half by shrapnel. 
Palace guards shouted to a repor- 
ter to take cover as more rockets 
screamed overhead. 

Terrified residents were escap- 
ing parts of the city coming under 
fire to take refuge in safer dis- 
tricts. 


A GRAND AUCTION 

wilt be held at 

The Regency Palace Hotel 

Starting Monday 15.2. 1993 through 
Sunday 21.2.1993 (inclusive) 

Antique Furniture, Artwork, Carpets 
Sevres ^ Galle ^ Bronze 


Articles on sale will be exhibited daily 
Starting Monday 14.2.1993 at 10:00 a.m. 
Auction will be held daily at 5:00 p.m. 

Sponsors: Expertise & Evaluation Office 

(Atta Afghani fir Co.) 

For more information contact: 
Saad Al Masri, tel. 622617/638031 


Nature’s perfect balance explodes 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter . 

AMMAN — Heralding the 
spring we are eagerly awaiting, 
the paintings of Iraqi artist Hayat 
Jamil Hafez offer a glimpse of the 
blessed season, of nature explod- 
ing in splashes of dazzling col- 
ours. 

The water colours, of small and 
medium size, reveal a mastery of 
technique that is difficult to 
match. 

The lines flow easily, meeting 
and parting, always m tender 
caress, never jarring the eye of 
the aesthete. 

The painter competes with na- 
ture in the choice of the chroma: 
from dark purples to satin ivory 
no shade was omitted. 

Trees seem to fascinate the 
artist; from single ones in blos- 
som or rusty-leaved, to groves 
and forests celebrating various 
seasons, the trees from a big part 
of Ms. Hafez's works. 

And as testimony of her place 
of birth, the palm tree is almost 




Princess Nafa’a Bint All and Hayat Jamil Hafez tour the Iraqi 
artist’s exhibition of paintings at Alia Art Gallery 


omnipresent, as are the dates the 
palms teem with. 

The luxuriant vegetation is all- 
including. Flowers, whether wild 
and passionately coloured or 
landscaped or sensibly arranged 
in vases, could easily be a botan- 
ist’s guide. 

AU in Ms. Hafez’s works is 
about communion with nature, 
about the overpowering influence 
it has on our Ufe. 

Human presence is represented 
in its most basic acts: picking 
fruit, milking a cow, reaping 
crops. 


And not to antagonise in any 
way the fecund nature she so 
exuberantly depicts, the artist has 
only women present in her can- 
vases, to complement and en- 
hance the fertility exuding from 
her work. 

The feeling of serenity de- 
scending upon the viewer is com- 
plete. the artist has accomplished 
a delicate mission: atuning man's 
chaotic life to nature's perfect 
balance. 

The exhibition, inaugurated on 
Feb. 10 at Alia Art Gallery, is 
running till Feb. 19. 1993. 


TOMORROW’S TECHNOLOGY IN YOUR HANDS 

PHONEMARK 

Microprocessor answering system 
PM-7925 

Advantages: 

1. When you're away, it answers your phone calls and records a message. 

2. ft records any telephone call, up lo a period of one hour if needed 

3. You can know who called form the voice, without picking up the receiver. 

4. The system's programmed code number will enable you to dispense the remote control. 

You can use the system through any telephone from anywhere in the world to: 
4-1: Switch the system on or off. 

4-2: Hear messages sent to you while you are away. 

4-3 Change the message addressed OGM on the system. 

4-4: Control and scan at the place the system is in. 

4-5: Place emergency telephone calls making the system ring 60 times. 



Why does PHONEMARK overcome other systems? 

1. OGM-addressed messages: There* will be no pause between the end of the OGM and the beginning of 
recording a new call, thus recording the call in full, unlike other syslems. 

2. Recording calls: It takes place secretly and for 60 minutes, unlike other systems. 

3. Scanning and control: Enables you to use the system as a personal guard, something you only get by using 
Phonemark. 

4. Emergency call: The system will ring 60 times if no one raises the receiver at the other end ot the line, 
something only provided by Phonemark. 

5. The system's parts: All manufactured by Phillips. 

6. Spare parts and maintenance: Available and immediate. 

' Agents: Communications Technology Fair, a branch of Al Nibras Establishment 
Amman - Shmeisani - Shafcib Centre, near Safeway telephone/fax 675791 
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Enter hypocrisy at U.N. 


IN ADDITION to constituting a striking departure 
from the established jurisprudence of the U.N., the 
Security Council's declaration Friday endorsing the 
Israeli-U.S. compromise formula on the Palestinian 
evictees reeks of double standards and hypocrisy. 
According to the new interpretation, the Israeli-U.S. 
formula to defuse the crisis over the expulsions 
suggests that Israel’s acceptance to return one fourth 
of the expellees is tantamount to implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolution 799. But this declara- 
tion runs counter to the Council’s own position on 
Iraq, which, till this point in time, has been accused of 
non-compliafice with U.N. resolutions even though 
Baghdad might have implemented well over 90 per 
cent of measures adopted against it in the aftermath of 
the Gulf war. 


Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz alluded to 
this irony in a television interview Friday in which he 
called for a response from the international commun- 
ity that is at least commensurate with the degree of 
Iraq’s compliance with the Security Council’s deri- 
sions. Against the backdrop of Friday’s declaration on 
Israel’s partial response to Resolution 799, however, 
Baghdad has every reason to ask for a quid pro quo 
from the international organisation on the basis of the 
new rationale elucidated two days ago. 

Of course the field could be wide open for making all 
sorts of distinctions between the Iraqi and Israeli 
situations. Yet the fact of the matter is that both 
cxisdlicts present basically the same principles and 
issues. The central issue is the need for adopting and 
enforcing one standard in • implem entin g all U.N. 
resolutions by either rejecting all partial observance of 
binding decisions or welcoming their phased execu- 
tion. 

• The U.N. cannot, under any pretense or circumst- 
ance, tolerate piecemeal implementation of its verdicts 
in one conflict and refuse it in another. This is the crux 
of the new problem that arose with the latest declara- 
tion of the Security Council, and it is up to those who 
poshed for adopting it to bear special responsibility for 
the new threat to the credibility of the international 
organisation. The U.S. government in particular has 
some thinking to do since it had actively brokered the 
• Israeli compromise deal and stood solidly behind tike 
controversial declaration that ensued. Maybe Warren 
Christopher will be able to tell ns more about Ins 
administration’s line of thinking on this and other 
issues when he arrives in the region later this month. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA*T daily Saturday launched a strong attack on the 
U.S.-Israeli alliance for the atrocities being committed by the 
Israeli authorities against the Palestinians in the occupied lands. 
Following the criminal actions commictcd by the Israelis in 
deporting 410 Palestinians to southern Lebanon, the Israelis 
yesterday blew up 50 Arab homes in the Gaza Strip, noted the 
daily. Such crimes, could not have taken place had the S<rcurity 
Council been firm about the implementation of its Resolution 799 
and had there not been American support for the Israeli practices, 
the paper continued. Washington's determination to prevent any 
sanctions to be imposed on Israel for defying the world 
community, has no doubt encouraged the Israelis to pursue their 
brutal crimes in the Arab lands, said the paper. It said the U.S. 
administration cannot absolve itself from the responsibility of 
being accomplice to these inhuman actions against the Palesti- 
nians and can by no means be ignorant of the current escalation of 
repressive acts exercised by the occupation forces. Indeed, such 
practices must have been well-prepared by the U.S.-Israeli 
alliance in order to drive the Palestinians to desperation and 
refuse to participate in the peace process, said the daily. Such 
organised crime committed by Israel with encouragement from 
the U.S. administration can by no means be justified in any way, 
it added. These practices, it said, can only reflect very negatively 
on the U.S. administration which condones mass murders of the 
Palestinian people. 


A COLUMNIST in .a! Oustour drew attention to what he called a 
strange behaviour on the part of the world community. The world 
community adopts double standard vis-a-vis world events and 
issues and tries to keep a closed eye on the atrocities committed 
by the Israelis, said Mohammad Kawash. Citing a statement by 
the Pope, who called on the Sudanese government to end what 
the Vatican called religious persecution of Christians in southern 
Sudan, the writer said that the Pope is saying nothing about the 
Muslim and Christian communities facing persecution under the 
Israeli occupation. Coinciding with the Pope's appeal to Sudan, 
the New York Times published a report about an Israeli court 
ruling banning Jews who believe in Christ from living in Israel, 
said the writer. The Israeli practices come at the height of an 
Israeli brutal campaign against the Palestinian people, in the wake 
of the deportation of 416 Palestinians to southern Lebanon, he 
continued. Why, the writer asked, is the world silent about the 
Israeli atrocities and why does not the Pope lead a campaign to 
condemn the Israeli racist and ethnic behaviour against the 
Palestinian Christians, the Muslims and the Jews who believe in 
Christ? The writer also pointed out that Israel, which brag about 
ensuring religious freedom, has recently dosed seven mosques in 
the occupied Arab territories. The United States, the writer said, 
seems to be present in all matters and in every turn of event, but is 
following a double standard policy in political, religious and in all 
other affairs. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabed Al Fawk 


Sales tax should be approved 


It is only natural that every rax has its costs and benefits. 
However, the sales tax now under consideration should not be 
judged solely on its direct merits, in isolation of the specific 
circumstances of Jordan’s economic situation. 


The sal” tax, in our case, is an integral part of the economic 
adj ustment programme, which Jordan adopted in the last quarter 
of 1991. Killing the tax law is a blow against the programme as 
agreed upon with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Therefore, before trying to evaluate the costs and benefits of 
the draft law, a central question must be answered: Are we willing 
to go ahead with the programme and reap its fruits or to abandon 
the programme with all the disastrous consequences that will 
follow? 


The programme has been, thus far, a wonderful success. The 
Jordanian economy exceeded most of the targets set in the 

i ... i Mnu it, uitolitv rwi«intKC9n he 


The other question is whether the Jordanian economy can 
withstand the serious consequences of the cancellation or failure 
of the programme, such as a refusal by the Paris Club to go on 
rescheduling our debts over 20 years with 10 years grace, and the 
possible loss of all foreign add from the industrial countries and 
the international institutions and funds, which is flowing now in 
the form of grants and soft loans. 

Those are not side issues that we can worry about in the future. 
They are crucial questions that the future of. the Jordanian 
economy depends upon, for years to come. Can we do without 
rescheduling and fresh assistance? Can we afford to watch our 
reserves of foreign exchange melt down in a matter of months? 
Are we ready to sacrifice the present stability of the exchange 
rate, to relinquish the atmosphere of public confidence and go 
back to the precarious climate of 1988/1989? 


but 1 do believe that 


the tax is reasonable and tolerable in view of 
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the following facts: ... ]ace thc corisumptioniaxand 

— The tax is neutral. It **» fhe overall tax burden. 


— The tax is neutral^ £ p ' ise the overall tax burden, 

will not increase foe procee^ to commodities than 

- Ute sales tax S a T the burden will be 

the consumption tax. ^f lies certain sen-ices, which 

distributed among BwecQnwojM^ ^ be hurt as tong 
is more just and equit ™^^ mm odities and serves 

as She tax is neutral. The cost or some Jn a competitive 

may rise, but the cost ^ J u ^> t be' able to carry the 

market importers and P rod ““” ^ ^ 0 f living index is not 
whole tax forward to the consume - - - le the ^ position of 

expected to exceed 4.5 per rentm with 

safestax and the reduction of KvfwRh a tower 

a double digit inflation rate, we definitely can 


programme and proved once more its vitality. Decisions can be 
made in Jordan and carried out more efficiently than the IMF 
experts thought or hoped. Financial self-sufficiency became a 
feasi ble target around the comer. Would we sacrifice all this 
because certain- segments of the business community are afraid 
that the sales tax may take from them more than the consumption 
tax used to? 


Some populist commentators, light politicians, and fervent 
deputies may say “yes, to hell with the programme". But such a 
blunder can be committed only out of sheer ignorance, fhdiffer- 
ence towards Jordan and its future, rejection of the very notion of 
economic reform or willful desire to keep Jordan economically 
..dependent forever.- — 

I don’t claim that the sales tax is a magic solution to all our ills. 


^ SSc food commodities and the necessities of babies and 

“^jKSsaswasKasia. » 

years, and approve the draft law. 


Surge in killings of Palestinians by Israelis 


By Robert Mahoney 
Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has rekindled the Palesti- 
nian uprising — as well as digging 
himself into a diplomatic hole — 
by deporting 415 alleged Muslim 
militants. 

The army's initial heavy- 
handed response to the torrent of 
protests that greeted the prime 
minister's December 17 expul- 
sions has set off a cycle of violence 
not seen since the early days of 
the five-year-old Arab revolt oi 
intifada. 

Israeli left-wing members of 
parliament and Palestinians ac- 
cuse soldiers of having itchy trig- 
ger fingers when confronting 
stone-throwing Palestinian 
youths, a charge the army denies. 


But casualty figures compiled 
by Israeli. Palestinian and foreign 
sources all point to a sharp in- 
crease in the number of Palesti- 
nians. particularly children, killed 
or injured by live ammunition. 

According to a Reuter count. 
Israelis have shot dead 41 Arabs 
in the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in the 55 days since Mr. 
Rabin drove the Muslims into the 
snows of south Lebanon amid 
worldwide condemnation after 
militants killed five Israeli sol- 
diers. 

The greatest bloodshed has been 
in the teeming refugee camps of 
the Gaza Strip. 


In the first five weeks of this 
year troops shot dead 19 Gazans 
and wounded 770. United Na- 
tions officials said. In the same 
period last year they wounded 


370 and killed just one. 

Ninety per cent of casualties 
recently have been shot in the 
upper half of the body by live 
ammunition.*' one U.N. official 
said. 

Besides standard and high 
velocity bullets the army also fires 
plastic bullets and rubber-coated 
metal bullets, both of which can 
puncture the body. 

“The army used to shoot more 
in the air or at legs. Now they 
take aim and shoot in the chest.'' 
said the official, who asked not to 
be identified. 

Left-wing members of Mr. 
Rabin's coalition government 
have levelled similar charges but 
the hardline former general says 
open-fire regulations have not 
been changed. 

Standing orders require sol- 
diers to shout a warning or fire a 


warning shot in the air before 
aiming for the legs to disperse 
demonstrators. Soldiers can fire 
to defend themselves if they be- 
lieve their lives are in danger. 


“There has been no change in 
this policy under Rabin." a senior 
security source insisted. He attri- 
buted the rise in deaths to an 
increase in protests and attacks in 
the occupied territories by 
Palestinians opposed to Middle 
East peace talks which Mr. Rabin 
vowed to accelerate on taking 
office last June. 


B'tselem, the Israeli watchdog 
for human rights in the territor- 
ies. disagrees. It says some sol- 
diers do not always follow regula- 
tions. 

“We are at a loss why the army 
is shooting more civilians in non- 
life-threatening situations." 
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NATO moves relations with 


former enemies into higher gear 


By Nicholas Doughty 


BRUSSELS — NATO is moving 
its relations with former enemies 
in eastern Europe into a higher 
gear, accelerating plans for joint 
peacekeeping missions and quiet- 
ly preparing to take on a selected 
few as new members. 

NATO allies agreed with East 
European countries and former 
Soviet republics last month to 
finish initial plans for peacekeep- 
ing by the middle of the year. 

Alliance sources say discreet 
discussions have also begun with- 
in NATO on the possible admitt- 
ance of countries such as Poland, 
the Czech Republic. Slovakia and 
Hungary. 

Both of these missions, they 
say. mean NATO is moving clos- 
er towards extending its security 
umbrella eastwards into parts of 
the new Europe that are most 
likely to see ethnic or nationalist 
unrest in coming years. 

“There is a real sea change in 
the thinking on what we should 
do with eastern Europe." said 
one source, who asked not to be 
identified. "The changes are not 
dramatic yet, but they are clearly 
on the way. It's bubbling under 
the surface." 

Officially, the 16-nation North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation says 
taking on new members is not on 
the agenda hut that it might be 
possible in the future. 

In December Albania became 
the first former Warsaw Pact 
member to make a formal ap- 
plication. but it was quietly re- 
jected. 

Tirana was told instead to work 
through a 38-nation “cooperation 
council", set up just over a year 


ago to create more formal ties 
between NATO and former War- 
saw pact members. 

Nevertheless. NATO 
Secretary-General Manfred 
Woemer recently named suitable 
countries for membership in a 
radio interview, the first time he 
has done so publicly. 

They were, unsurprisingly, the 
countries closest to NATO geog- 
raphically and those expected in 
the West to survive the difficult 
process of democratic and econo- 
mic reforms — Poland. Hungary 
and the former Czechoslovakia. 

Other countries worried about 
instability, including Russia, have 
also said they would like to join 
NATO but officials say only a few 
new members can be taken on. 


The reason is concern at 
NATO that too many new mem- 
bers would weaken the alliance, 
which works by consensus and 
often has problems reaching 
agreements among its members. 

Too many newcomers couJd 
also dilute the security guarantee 
contained in its 1949 founding 
treaty which commits all allies to 
come to the defence of any single 
member under attack. 


“If we take on too many new 
countries that process would be- 
come much more difficult — and 
we could find ourselves getting 
involved in really far-flung- con- 
flicts when we have no wish to do 
so.” said one NATO official. 

None of the countries on the 
membership short-list will be 
admitted soon. Many of them 
would have trouble linking up 
with NATO’s integrated military 
structure because their forces are 
armed largely with Soviet equip- 
ment. 


The alliance has previously 
argued that taking on new mem- 
bers would make others fee 1 iso- 
lated and create tension, particu- 
larly with Russia, which is 
Europe's main military power. 

NATO's top commander in 
Europe. U.S. General John Sha- 
likashvili. touched on that con- 
cern during a visit to Moscow in 
January, saying it was not yet 
time to consider new members. 

“NATO is not a closed orga- 
nisation, but right now is not the 
time to address that issue," he 
said. “1 think it would create 
tension... which far outweighs the 
good that might be created." 

But officials say there are signs 
of a change in attitude and a 
recognition that NATO must 
address security concerns more 
directly if it is to survive into the 
21 st century. 

Thc United States. NATO's 
senior member, is particularly 
keen to push ahead although 
some other allies remain reluc- 
tant. 

“We want to make the ‘coop- 
eration council' we have set up 
more active and shape it as a kind 
of waiting room for membership, 
at least for some countries." said 
another official. 

• Discussions within NATO are 
now starting to focus on what 
conditions should be fulfilled for 
any new members. These could 
include the settlement of all bor- 
der disputes, guarantees for 
minorities and fall democratic 
control of the armed forces. 

The alliance is considering 
stepping up military contacts with 
eastern Europe as a prelude to 
eventual discussions about mem- 
bership. 

But there is another way that 


NATO’s former enemies can get 
closer to the alliance they regard 
as a bastion of stability on an 
increasingly troubled continent. 

Thc alliance agreed in Decem- 
ber to start planning with them 
for joint peacekeeping operations 
in Europe, which would be run at 
the request of the United Nations 
or the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 


At a meeting in Brussels. 
NATQ allies agreed with eastern 
European nations and former 
Soviet republics to speed up the 
process by completing initial 
plaits on training, command and 
control and logistics for such Op- 
erations by mid-year. 

But there is also broad agree- 
ment among the 38 countries 
involved in the "cooperation 
council" that peacekeeping may 
have to include options for com- 
bat and that they could go beyond 
the traditional U.N. "blue hel- 
met" style of operations. 


NATO officials say this will 
effectively extend the alliance's 
security ambit beyond its borders 
for the first time, despite the 
absence of formal guarantees, by 
posing the threat of deploying 
heavily-armed troops ready to 
fight. 

NATO has been traditionally 
fimited to the defence of its mem- 
ber states, but recently set a new 
precedent by offering to enforce 
the no-fly zone over Bosnia for 
the United Nations. 

“The days of pristine 
peacekeeping as we understood it 
for years are probably over,** 
Gen. Shalikashvili told Reuters. 
“Prudence dictates that in our 
planning we take that aspect (of 
combat) into account.!! Reuter 




B'tselem official Yuval Ginbar 
told Reuters. 

He said killings had risen more 
than 20 per cent under Mr. Rabin 
who is defence minister as well as 
prime minister. 

Mr. Ginbar said the army shot 
63 Palestinians from January to 
June last year, the final six 
months of the right-wing Likud 
govenment of Yitzhak Shamir. 
They killed 76 Arabs in the first 
six months of Mr. Rabin's cenrre- 
ieft administration. The number 
of children killed jumped from six 
to 17. 

B'tselem said there was no 
connection between the rise in 
the number of killings and an 
increase in Palestinian attacks on 
Israelis because most of those 
killed were not armed. 

“You’d think that after five 
years we'd know how to handle 
demonstrations without shooting 
civilians," Mr. Ginbar said. “L 
hope we are not going to go back 
to the eariy days of the intifada 
when Rabin wanted to prove who 
was boss by shooting stone- 
throwers and putting soldiers on 


every street corner. 

Mr. Rubin was defence minis- 
ter in a coalition with Mr . Shamir 
in 1988. He was reported to have 
told soldiers to “break the bones" 
of demonstrators to quash the *7 
nascent intifada. 

Asked about the upsurge in 
killings ut a meeting of his Labour 
party on Monday, Mr. Rabin de- 
fended his troops — “They have 
a feeling that they don’t have all 
the tools." 

Far from believing the army is 
under-equipped, human rights 
activists and left-wing Meretz 
bloc cabinet ministers want stric- 
ter monitoring of its activity in 
the territories. 

“We have asked for a monthly 
report to keep a check on what is 
happening." said Meretz member 
of parliament Ran Cohen. 

“I am afraid there is a connec- 
tion between the deportations 
and the escalation in shootings." 
he said. “For soldiers in fee ^ 
occupied territories it has become 
easier, for them to use their guns. 
The whole atmosphere is more 
extreme." 


LETTERS 


Beneficial dust? 


To the Editor: 


I read with interest a recent tetter concerning the dangers to 
health and the worries of the inhabitants of Fnhais from the 
alleged effects of cement dust (A cry for help, Jordan Times, Feb. 
2, 1993). 

1 would say without hesitation that foe statement the writer has 
made is quite erroneous. 

Before retiring, six years ago, I worked in the cement industry 
in England for thirty four years in various capacities and finally 
for tea years as works manager of a large cement factory. 

Coining from a family where my parents and grandparents all 
worked in the coal mining industry, where there is a positive 
danger from sflioosis.and pneumeconiosis, both killer diseases. I 
was most, careful to make exhaustive enquiries on the effects of 
ocment drist to health before joining the industry. 

I was reassured by a surgeon specialising in lung problems that 
cement dust was an inert material which passed straight through 
the system and did not stay in foe body as does coal dust. 

Further factual proof of not being a harmful substance was the 
fact that back in those eariy days of forty years ago, traditionally 
most employees who worked in the factory lived within a 
three-kOometre radius of the factory and like the coal mining 
industry, father was followed by son. 

Employees did not necessarily retire from work at sixty five 
years of age if they wished to carry on working, and a number of 
them stayed oh in light employment beyond seventy years of age. 

This was all at a time when pollution control had not become 
established. At that time the high level pollution, that is the dust 
emission from tall chimneys, did not have a harmful effect on 
garden produce other than being unsightly. Thorough washing 
was all that was required before using. Other vegetation such as 
rose busbes, shrubs and trees benefitted from this coating of fine 
dust. No diseases, such as black spot, were seen nor were pests, 
such as aphids. Excellent blooms were obtained as the fine dust 
acted as a light fertiliser. More recently, just before I retired, I 
produced dust in pelleted form from the process and was earning 
out tests with a local fruit farmer on its effect around trees in one 
of his orchards. Over a two year period no harm was done and 
some beneficial effects were seen. This trial however has not been 
followed up by foe new general manager. 

F have now been in Amman for two months, working in an 
unpaid capacity for BESO, a British organisation which offers 
specialist advice of many different kinds to organisations through- 
out foe world. I am currently working at the Cement Factoryui 
Fuhais on a project which is not pollution control. 

My views m fats letter are being made to counter any feats 
which may have been raised by your correspondent and I can 
categorically say that during the whole time I worked in the 
cement industry I have not known of any serious illness caused bv 
exposure to cement dust. 1 

The only agreement I can make with your letter-writer is that it 
k a nmsance and every effort is made to control it and keep it 
within the prescribed limits as set in Europe. 

„££.*** m £T stiri ? 8 ** H J raitsw «re 1 ^milligrammes per 
g** fofextsting plants and the possibility ofredudng this 
figure to 50 nunigrammes per cubic metre for any proposed new 

between 50 and 

^ level efms{yon * these figures bang 
obtained from tests made recently. 6 

Low-le vel pollution is a separate problem and is anally 
confined within the factory boundaries. ■ ■ 

Problems f rom a fe w of these units are being dealt with so that 
the general appearance of the factory area *11 h^SSS. 


J.L. Ward, 
BESO volunteer, 
Amman. 
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Sharif Zeid meets with Leahy Somali demands apology for being misidentified as Lufthansa hijacker 


(Contimwd from page 1) 

block in the Middle East peace 
process and emphasised that the 
immediate implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799 was the best way “to 
move tins obstacle and regain the 
momentum of the peace process 
in an atmosphere of confidence.” 

Jordan saw little seriousness in 
die marnational scene to imple- 
ment resolutions based on inter- 
national legitimacy and to 
achieve a just and comprebenave 
peace in the Middle East, Sharif 
Tfid was quoted as saying. 

Mr. . Leahy. 52. a veteran 
Democrat senator from Ver- 
mont. heads the Senate sub- 
committee on American foreign 

assistance. He arrived here early 
Saturday. 

Following Saturday’s meeting, 
Mr. Leahy told Jordan Televi- 
sion: 

“I was tn this region and 

wanted- to come by and now that 


Secretary (of State Warren) 
■ Christopher is coming in a short 
w hile I wanted to have the 
assessment of the prime, minister 
and of His Majesty in the whole 
peace process. 

“The United States has been 
heavily involved in the peace 
process, and Jordan has been 
heavily involved, and I wanted to 
get their frank assessment of 
where the peace process is going 
now.” 

Mh Leahy said the U.S. was 
opposed to expulsions. 

*T was in Israel early this week 
and I made that statement to the 
Israeli officials that I have met 
with. I also take the same posi- 
tion as the administration in 
opposition to it,” he said. 

“But I hope that problem can 
be worked out. The peace pro- 
cess is far too important to let it 
get sidetracked.. It is too impor- 
tant to the Arab World. It is veiy 
important to Israel. .It is very 
important to the U.S.” 


NEW YORK ( AP) — The Soma- 
li passenger wrongly identified as 


the hijacker of a German airliner 
to New York has demanded a 
public apology Friday from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) and Lufthansa. 

Ferah Siyad Shuriye, 31, was 
misidentified for several hours 
Thursday by the FBI and the 


friends in Oslo, Norway. 

“Are you mad?” his friends 
asked him, “What have you 
done? You're the hijacker. It’s all 
over the news, your picture and 
your name," Mr. Shuriye re- 
counted. 

Mr. Shuriye, who spoke 
broken English and in Norwegian 
through an interpreter, said he 


until Mr. Demeke gave himself 
up in New York. 

Mr. Shuriye is a political re- 
fugee from Somalia who holds a 
Norwegian passport. He has been 


living and studying in Kristian- 
sand, on the southern tip of Nor- 
way. since the spring of 1991 
when he fled the civil war in his 
homeland. He left behind his wife 


and three young sons, and was on 
his way to Somalia to try to find 
them and bring them back to 
Norway when the hijacking 


He said he did not sleep ar all 
last night because of his being 
identified as the hijacker. 


German interior ministry as the ■ immediately went up to an FBI 
gunman who commandeered agent at the airport, told him 


Hariri: No separate peace accord 


iCotffaued from page 1> 

The U.N. Security Council de- 
manded in 1978 rbar Israel with- 
draw from Lebanese land it con- 
trolled after a three-month inva- 
sion that year. Lebanon main- 
tains the' measure also applies to 
the “security” belt Israel carved 
from southern Lebanon in 1985 
after its second invasion and 
three-year-long occupation of 
parts of Lebanon. 

Mr. Hariri said his talks with 
Mr. Mubarak included the crisis 
sparked by Israel's Dec. 17 expul- 
sion of over 400 Palestinians and 
its effect on moves towards 
peace. 

He would not comment on the 
Security Council's acceptance of 
an Israeli offer to repatriate 101 

Expellees bury 

(Owthmed from page 1) 
by the end of the year was a step 
in the right direction. 

It reaffirmed Security Council 
Resolution 799. demanding the 
evictees' immediate return, and 
stressed die need for it to be 
implemented “as soon as possi- 
ble." 

“We .reject this declaration 
totally because it is an attempt to 
get around Security Council Re- 
solution 799,” Dr. Rantisi told 
reporters at the rain-soaked tent 
camp. “Our fixed, position is the 
implementation to the letter of 
Resolution* 799f ’ ' * 

He described the declaration as 
“a desperate attempt to smooth 
the way for Christopher's visit to 
the Middle East so that this visit 
0 may bear fruit in convincing the 
Arab states m sitting at the nego- 
tiations table.** 

Palestinian negotiators have 
announced they will not return to 
the talks until all the expellees are 
returned. 

Dr. Rantisi said the formula 
was an attempt to get around an 
earlier recommendation by U.N. 
Secretary-Genera) Boutros Ghaii 
for the Security Council to take 
all necessary measures to imple- 
ment Resolution 799. 


Russia 


(Continued from page 1) 
to the war, particularly des- 
troying all weapons of mass des- 
truction and stopping alleged 
persecution of minorities. 

“Russia's position is firm vis-a- 
vis Iraq," Mr. Melekhov told 
reporter.. "Russia believes that 
the situation requires thar Iraq 
comply with all Security Council 
resolutions.’' 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin has supported the sanctions 
hut w under pressure from hard- 
liners who say he is too appeasing 
to the West. 

^““a.oalted last month for a 
u Jv. review of air strikes enforc- 
ing "no-fly" zones over northern 
and southern Iraq when U.S. 
cruise missiles destroyed a factory 
near Baghdad and hit a down- 
■Tlw* Washington claimed 
the factory was pan of Iraq’s 

P ro S rajT, me to develop nuclear 
weapons. 


men as a first step towards bring- 
ing them all home. “I cannot tell 
you our position without studying 
the proposal," Mr. Hariri said. 

Mr. Hariri's three-day visit was 
part of a flurry of diplomatic 
activity by Arab leaders who 
want to reach a concerted posi- 
tion before Mr. Christopher's 
first visit to the region next week. 
Syria. Lebanon. Egypt and the 
Palestinians are pinning high 
hopes on the visit. 

Mr. Hariri also met Egyptian 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki. He 
came from a meeting in Damas- 
cus with Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad. 


Lufthansa Flight 592 with 104 
people aboard. The Airbus des- 
tined for Egypt and Ethiopia was 
taken on a 1 0-hour. 8, 960- 
kilometre odyssey that began in 
Frankfurt and ended peacefully 
at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport in New York Thursday. 

The hijacker was later identi- 
fied as Nebiu Zewolde Demeke, 
an Ethiopian living in Morocco. 
Mr. Demeke has asked for asy- 
lum in the United States, biit 
faces charges of air piracy, said 
James M. Fox. head of the FBI's 
New York office. 

But until the mistake was 
cleared up, Mr. Shuriye was iden- 
tified as the hijacker in interna- 
tional news reports. 

| A day after the hijacking, Mr. 
Shuriye sat over scrambled eggs 
and coffee at an airport hotel and 
described his emotional ordeal 
over the mixup. He complained 
that the FBI had ienored his plea 
for a public apology and an ex- 
planation. 

“I'm overwhelmed. My name 
was all over the world. They gave 
me a bad name. How am I ever 
going to recover from this?” Mr. 
Shuriye asked. 

Mr. Shuriye, a soft-spoken, 
mild-mannered map, said he first 
discovered that he had been iden- 
tified as the hijacker shortly after 
getting off the plane and calling 


about the conversation with his 
friends and asked for the hijack- 
er's name. 

“And the FBI said that’s the 
name we've released. ...I told 
them I wanted them to clear up 
the mistake. I was told, 'we can't 
do anything to help you'.” 

“I asked them later if they 
clarified the mistake, they said, 
‘sorry we can't help you’.” 

He said he had not decided yet 
whether to file a lawsuit against 
U.S. authorities for the case of 
mistaken identity. 

Joe Valiquctte. a spokesman 
for the FBI in New York, said 
Mr. Shuriye's "name was given to 
us by authorities in Europe. We 
were acting on that presumption 
until we talked to him (the real 
hijacker).” He declined to com- 
ment on Mr. Shuriye 's request for 
a public apology. 

In Germany, interior minister 
spokesman Roland Bachmeier 
said Mr. Shuriye was initially 
suspected as the hijacker because 
the Lufthansa office in Oslo had 
received an anonymous call from 
a woman after the hijacking, 
saying he was on the flight. 

The woman hung up without 
saying anything else, causing offi- 
cials to believe she had attempted 
to tip them on the hijacker's 
identity, Mr. Bachmeier said. 
The mixup was not cleared up 




OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT 

AMMAN ACADEMY 

TO OPEN AUGUST 1993 
KHALDA - AMMAN 


APPY 


VALE NTfo 








AMMAN ACADEMY IS A NEW PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL INSTrTUTION THAT ASPIRES TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY EDUCATION AND HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ITS STUDENTS. THE ACADEMY IS 
OPENING IN THE COMING SCHOLASTIC YEAR 1993 - 1994. IT COMPRISES 4 SCHOOLS WITH A 
TOTAL CAPACITY OF 1400 CHILDREN : A KINDERGARTEN. AN ELEMENTARY CO-EDUCATIONAL 
SCHOOL AND 2 SEPARATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 

ALL FACILITIES ARE PROVIDED ACCORDING TO OPTIMUM EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS IN 
TERMS OF DESIGN, FURNISHING AND EQUIPMENT. 

THE ACADEMY HAS OPENINGS FOR EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED TEACHERS (WITH FIRST UNI- 
VERSITY DEGREE AS A MINIMUM REQUIREMENT) IN ALL REQUIRED SUBJECTS 

LANGUAGES: ARABIC . ENGLISH . FRENCH 
MATHS , SCIENCE . COMPUTER 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: ISLAMIC , CHRISTIAN 
SOCIAL SCIENCES: HISTORY , GEOGRAPHY 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
ART 

MUSIC AND DRAMA 
TEACHERS FOR KINDERGARTEN 

AMMAN ACADEMY ALSO HAS OPENINGS FOR THE FOLLOWING ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 
(WITH FIRST UNIVERSITY DEGREE AS A MINIMUM REQUIREMENT) 

MANAGER FOR FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS 
MANAGER FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE OFFICER 
LABORATORY TECHNICIANS 

LIBRARIAN 1 

OFFICER FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

NURSE M 

ACCOUNTANT 
PRSONNEL OFFICER 
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 

APPLICANTS ARE REQUESTED TO APPLY IN WRITING, SUBMITTING A DETAILED CURRICULUM 
VITAE AND A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH POSTED TO 

AMMAN - JORDAN , POSTAL CODE 111.83 , P.O.BOX 830476 

ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND ADVISORY BODIES 



PRESIDENT MUNZER FAHOUM 
PRINCIPAL NAWAL HASHISHO KAMAL 
HEADS OF SCHOOLS DIANA AFRANJI 

ALIA SNOBAR 


CHAIRMAN, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
PROFESSOR OMARAL-SHAIKH 
FACULTY OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 


RENT A CAR 




Algerian 

(Continued from page 1) 

new supreme court. I went up 
onto the roof. There was a lot of 
smoke and it was followed by 
some sub-machine gun fire.” 
Late last year Algeria passed a 
draconian security law, set up 
special courts with anonymous 
judges, and imposed a night cur- 
few on the capita] and six nearby 
areas. 

The authorities last Sunday ex- 
tended indefinitely a state of 
emergency imposed for one year 
in February 1992 and due to 
expire last Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Belaid Abdul 
Salam said Thursday that security 
forces had arrested 3.500 people 
In the past year in the crackdown 
on violence. He offered a partial 
amnesty to Muslim fundamental- 
ists who surrendered and helped 
the security forces, saying their 
sentences would be reduced- 
Those who had been involved 
with the movement but had not 
spilled blood would not be prose- 
cuted, he said. 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACIUNG. AIR FTEK3H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


...Ml 


CROWN INTL EST 
Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 
worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


MOVING ? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 



* Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
<r Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

& Uphotstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 



Tel: 6 59519 659520 
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AUTHENTIC**^. 
Cfl INF-SI: fp* jm 
CTHSINI. ftr- ' JfflS 

colorful iUmosplierc / 
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XEROX 


Copy 

Centre 



Safety Rnd Style 

58 694-882 


8 Copying ■ Typing 

8 Binding ■ raxing 

6 Plan printing 

Tel: 698804 - 633181/3 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop yOur colour film at 
our shop and gpl:~ 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Qpp. Gnndlav*> 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel JC.Wi 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers Housing 
Eslaie. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste out 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< h:MI- Midnight y 


A Every great city in the world has its China 
/ Town and Ammai^now has its own. '' 

Where you can ejijfe^he most exquisite 
Chinese dish^v^|if¥Bh ahd dinner. 

Cfim 

Town 23J 9, 

QilounuJ at Hotel 

Tel. 674295 or 6741 tV- ext. 6338 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0309 
Fax: 810520 



RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skffied Chinese Chefs 


YsmemMmEmi 


Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Read 
near Philadelphia Holel / 

I Tel. 661922 . Amman) 

•ace lasted .• 

Akwys Loved W ' 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
.in Jordan 

*st C'fde Jabal Amman nea r 
AMwah Girts School 

Tike away Is araUtMt 

Open daily 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


iiAiroTn. 

||J2«I | M= 


Amman -Tel. 668 193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



THo Krisola 
AT. KTTATMA BAR 


juddi -130 tun / 


French ft (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 
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j A! r'yisd? 

j Fais- ‘li play Egypt’s 

i 

l malll today 

j By a Jordan Times 

j Staff Reporter 

1 

| AMMAN — J'.- r.'nn’s A! Faisali Sunday play Egypt's A! Ismaili in 
: !ln: *nj h -f the first round of the 8th Arab Soccer League 

: •. .namenc being field in Doha, Qatar, 

i Fu'fissrok A '.■> lie result of tne match, both A1 Faisali and al 
■ km.iiii iia .v ■*- -cd their places for the semifinal round after they 
; hc:ii ;!»•* l Arab Emirates' (UAE) AI Shabab 7-2 and 3-1 
: respectively 

j Oualifyinc t... ms from the second group have not been 
! determined 'iv: ;r* Tunisia’s Al Taraji and Saudi Arabia’s Al 
1 SlKthab ;;.-t i.v-J with 3 points each in the overall standings. 

; Al Taraji': \:-t or draw in their match with Al Shabab will 
’ sccuic ihci: ip reification to the semifinal round. Al Shabab’s 
j dunce <>; qua'ifvjng are more complicated however. In addition 
j in -i f.iraji, they will hope that Al Arabi do not score 

[ m»n: !k>i: riirr-_- qoals against AI Quds. 

; Evi-lmsly 1-v will depend on the result of the second match 
i '**„’! Wcv ii *. i*.l Arabi and Al Quds of Palestine. If A! Taraji 

! guahf*'. Al *.r-."i’s chances of moving to the semifinals will 
j ik- pc m I i:n viimi >” their match against Al Quds by a minimum of 
J four gMiils. 

* TV wiriihi:'! matches wilf be played Tuesday Feb. 16. 



IN BRIEF 


Princess &- ya in Oman equestrian tourney 

AMMAN (J.'i'.'r — Her Royal Highness Princess Haya Bint Al 
}:>j-m-;ii will kad Jordan's equestrian national team in the 
inicmatuwal luu-'srrian tournament held in Oman Feb. 14-16. 
Also lit king »x:ft are Bahrain, Qatar 4 Saudi Arabia. Oman. Hani 
and Ra'id Naser are also part of the Jordan's team. 

i 6 <. . . v>. v - - amodt wins men’s slalom 

SHI7.UKUISHI. Japan (AP) — As far as Kjetil Andre Aamodt is 
ctmccriicil. rliLs area battered fry wind, rain and snow the last two 
weeks is ai warm and bright as the French Riviera in June. That's 
to be expected from an individual who has made the World 
Alpine .Ski Championships into his own private playground, 
•!,Vi j «v wen's slalom title Saturday to (he grant slalom crown 
• . • . m the week and the silver medal he collected in the 

• ••“i vrekend. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 
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TOMMY TURNS OUT TOPS 


PnUi vul i ji-. .'outh deals. 

nor;;; 

* J l‘.\ / 

V .. c 
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+ B fi 4 3 

V..M 
U 7 6 3 
* tj .» in s « 
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■■ .<5 2 
’ 10 8 4 

10 8 5 
•’j ii 9 3 
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Thi hiiMinu. 
Smilli Wes’ 

N-*rth East 

" Pus? 

. . Pan 

'* Pi-8.! 

I' ■" Pass 

:» A Pass 

Pass 

r. ?i’i 

r. : Pass 

: '»v: 

* »iw>tini t > I*-:.-*? .' 

«n of ♦ 

MV m- tvpl - 

1 f »iund it impoa- 

Niiiii* '*• Tns 

^oup Tommy 

olT li>!> Jpani for lii 

1 - TiU-rdub chain- 

]i]<ni*hi]>, A mn , 

. c-mk hands had 

nim Ii- '!« »n.i !..« ll.c 

! ii. rji-st winner at 

ihrrinli. nifl I** ■« 

■■.■'ir»»k him would 

o-’i—. rl infiwr;™* strife, ewe 

iili»l;'h 'ViT.ii'ir 

! ’i-w Tommy 


;»I:IV«1 will <in!v v-hn. frumps broke 


badly; on routine hands be had a 
marked tendency to commit the 

moat egregious of errors. The deci- 
sion paid off in the very first match, 
when this hand cropped up. 

Everyone was amazed at how 
skOlfiiDy Tommy bandied the auc- 
tion. In effect. Tommy had opened 
with a strong two-heart bid and, 
after West raised, started a cue- bid- 
ding sequence. When North showed 
first-round diamond control. Tom- 
my tried the Grand Slam Force, ask- 
ing partner to bid seven hearts with 
two of the three top tramps. North 
could not oblige. 

Declarer won the opening dub 

lead and got matters off to a good 
start by leading a trump to the king. 
West’s dub discard brought out the 
best in Tommy. He rafted a club, 
cashed the three top apades and 
crossed to the jack of diamonds to 
niff another club. The king and ace 
of djaxTumcfa were cashed, setting 
the scene for Uw final denouement. 

Declarer led a dub from dummy 
and, down to only three trumps. 
East had to ttifL Tommy under- 
rated! Now East mi forced to lead 
away ftom the queen of tramps into 
dedaser’a combined ace-jack tanaca. 


Knicks beat Bulls 104-98 
as Jordan suspended 


CHICAGO (R) — Patrick Ewing 
scored 12 of his game-high 36 
points in die fourth quarter Fri- 
day to lead the New York Knicks 
to a 104-98 victory over the Chi- 
cago Bulls. 

Chicago's Michael Jordan did 
not play because he had been 
fined S10.000 and suspended ear- 
lier in the day for his part in a 
fight with Indiana’s Reggie Miller 
Wednesday night. 

The Knicks. who won at Chica- 
go for the first time since March 
6th. 1987, also got 21 points from 
John Starks. 

The Bulls, who had their five- 
game winning streak snapped, 
were led by Scottie Pippen’s 
season-high 35 points. 

In Detroit, former Net Terry 
Mills scored 22 points and Isiah 
Thomas had 21 points _and 14 
assists as the Detroit Pistons defe- 
ated New Jersey Nets. 106-97. 

Kenny Anderson scored • 24 
‘points for the Nets, who had their 
winning streak snapped at three. 

Detroit stopped its losing 
streak at five and won for only 
the third rime in 14 games. De- 
troit took the lead for good three 
minutes, 59 seconds into the 
game and held a 60-50 halftime 
advantage. 

Melvin Newbern scored a 
career-high 20 points for the Pis- 
tons. 

Drazen Petrovic scored 20 
points for New Jersey, 

In Miami, Larry Johnson 
scored 30 points and Charlotte 
outscored Miami. 30-17. in the 
decisive fourth quarter as the 
streaking Hornets rallied to beat 
the Heat. 116-107. 

The Hornets trailed. 90-86. af- 
ter three quarters but went on a 
furious fourth-quarter rally to win 
for the sixth time in their last 
seven games. 

Alonzo Mourning chipped in 
with 22 points for the Hornets 
and Muggsy Bogues and Kendall 
GUI each added 20. 

Glen Rice's 21 points led 
Miami. 

In Indianapolis. Christian 


Laeftner scored 22 points and 
Chuck Person added 18 as the 
Minnesota Titnberwolves held on 
to defeat the Indiana Pacers, 
102 - 100 . 

The Titnberwolves led as 
many U points at 92-81 with 5:39 
left, but the Pacers went on a 13-3 
run to move within 95-94 with 
1:49 tto go but could get no 
closer. 

Michael Williams scored five of 
his 14 points in the final 1 ;39 for 
Indiana, .which has lost five 
straight games after winning four 
in a row. 

Reggie Miller, who was fined 
$6,000 for his part in the fight 
with Jordan, led Indiana with 21 
points. 

In Cleveland, John “hot rod.” 
Williams scored 18 points and 
Gerald Wilkins added 18 to lead 
the Cleveland Cavaliers to a 120- 
98 romp over the reeling Mil- 
waukee Bucks. 

The Cavaliers led, 83-70, after 
three quarters and opened the 
fourth quarter with a 13-6 run to 
take an insurmountable 20-point 
lead at 96-76 with 6:39 remaining. 

Todd Day and Frank Brick- 
owski each had 17 points for 
Milwaukee, which has lost five 
straight games and six of its last 
seven. 

In Dallas, Alaa Abdelnaby 
scored 24 points off the bench 
and Reggie Lewis scored nine of 
his 22 points in the fourth quarter ' 
to lead the Boston Celtics to their 
fourth straight win, a 109-100 
victory over the Dallas Maver- 
icks. 

Terry Davis had 21 points be- 
fore leaving the game midway 
through the fourth quarter with 
back spasms to lead Dallas, which 
managed just 14 points in the 
second quarter. 

The Mavericks, who have the 
worst record in the NBA at 4-42. 
have lost four straight and 12 of 
their last 13. 

In Denver, Chris Jackson 
scored 23 of his 31 points in the 
second half to lead the streaking 
Denver Nuggets to their ninth 


straight home win, a 126-322 vic- 
tory over the Philadelphia 76ers. 

The Nuggets, who are just 3-21 
on the road but 16-7 at home, 
haven’t lost at home since Janu- 
ary 9th against Seattle. Dikembe 
Mutombo chipped in with 22 ' 
points, 15 rebounds and five 
blocked shots for Denver. 

Jeff Homacek had a game-high 
37 points for the Sixers, who have 
lost six straight games and eight 
of nine overall. • 

In Los- Angeles. Clyde Drexler 
scored 32 points and Terry Porter 
added 25 as .Portland rallied to 

defeat the Los Angeles Clippers, 
111-104, snapping the Trail Blaz- 
ers four-game losing streak. 

The Blazers had lost four 
straight for the first time since 
February 24th-March 1st, 1991. 
Danny Manning pumped in 35 
points for the -Clippers, who have 
lost four of their last five games. 

Parish to answer 
drug charge 

Boston Celtic star centre 
Robert Parish will face a drug 
charge next month after police 
found about seven ounces (200 
grammes) of marijuana in his 
suburban Boston home, a pro- 
secutor's spokeswoman said Fri- 
day. 

Parish, at 39 the oldest player 
in the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation, will be ordered to appear 
in Waltham District Court March 
3 to be formally charged with 
marijuana possession, spokes- 
woman Terry Smith said. 

Police obtained a warrant to 
search Parish's Weston. Mas- 
sachusetts. home Thursday after 
a narcotics-sniffing dog at a feder- 
al express shipping facility in San 
Francisco indicated there were 
drugs in a package addressed to 
him. 

Police allowed the package to 
be delivered and then searched 
Parish's home, allegedly dis- 
covering about seven ounces of 
marijuana. 


Ghaith Bilbeisi wins 
season’s first autotest 


Aleen Bamayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ghaith Bilbeisi 
won the first auto sports event 
of the season when he captured 
the first place in the Gbssfix 
Autotest organised Friday by 
the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RACJ). 

Belbetsi, in a Toyota Starlet, 
won the autotest with a time of 
2 minutes 036 seconds. Zeid 
Bilbeisi, also driving a Toyota 
Starlet, came in second with a 
time of 2 minutes 0.99 seconds, 
while Bashar Bustami. driving 
a Ford Feista XR2 i finished 
third with a time of Zmiaates 
1.49 seconds. 

Thirty-nine competitors 
took part in the autotert which 
featured two laps of the route 
with a standing and a flying 
finish. There were five non- 
starters. including the only 


female participant — Najwa Al 
Hassan. 

Six competitors had slight 
accidents or mechanical fai- 
lures. Some completed one lap 
and thus recorded one com- 
petition time, while others did 
not compete. These included 
Jordan's record ranked driver 
of 1992, Reimon Fleifel. 

Taieq Taba’, in a Renault 5. 
GT Turbo, had (he best time of 
2 minutes 01.89 seconds in the 
first lap. while Bashar Bustami 
was second and Ghaith Bilbeisi 
was fourth. In the second lap 
Ghaith Bilbeisi captured first 
place with a fast time of 2 
minutes 00.36 seconds. Zeid 
Bilbeisi clocked 2 minutes 
00.99 seconds in the second lap 
after his 2 minutes 35.85 
seconds in the first lap. Bashar 
Bustami dropped to third 
place. 


After the two original laps 
the lop ten competitors had a 
third lap in which Bashar Bus- 
tami clocked the fastest time of 
the day with a time of 2 mi- 
nutes 00.07 seconds. However 
he was given a ten — second 
penalty for bumping the pave- 
ment and his third lap was 
recorded at 2 minutes 10.07 
seconds. 

The Qomofc brothers, who 
have an exceptional record at 
autotests did not finish among 
the top five this time. Tarek 
Taba’ finished fourth, Moham- 
mad Balbaki was fifth, Ahmad 
Qomok was sixth, Sinan Saudi 
finished seventh, Ammar Hi- . 
jazi was eighth, Naser Bustami; 
was ninth and Mahmoud Qomok 
finished tenth. 

RACJ’s upcoming auto 
sports event is the Lanier 
National Rally on April 2. 


Peanuts 


Martin 

upsets 

Agassi 

MEMPHIS (R) — Todd Martin 
jarred Andre Agassi's new focus 
on his tennis, beating him 6-1 7-6 
(7-4), and for the second night in 
a row top-seed Jim Courier flirted 
with disaster before winning at 
the $780,000 St. Jude Interna- 
tional Tennis Tournament. 

Courier faced match point be- 
fore beating fellow-American 
Jonathan Stark 6-7 (5-7) 6-3 7-5. 

Courier will play six-seeded 
Amos Mansdorf in the semifinals. 

Hie 96th-ranked Martin, who 
will play second-seeded Michael 
Chang in the semifinals, seemed 
excited about his impressive per- 
formance and pumped his fists 
after making some incredible 
shots. 

Agassi, who announced recent- 
ly that he was concentrating har- 
der on his tennis this season, did 
not appreciate the gestures, 
which appeared from the side- 
lines to be just exhube ranee and 
not directed at Agassi. 

But the eight-ranked Agassi 
was incensed at Martin, an occa- 
sion U.S. Davis Cup teammate. 

“I’m really disappointed with 
Todd today,” Agassi said. 
“When I do it, I get excited 
personally. When he does it, it's 
to get in your face. For someone 
who knows he’s going to have one 
good week a year, he’s got no 
business to act like that.” 

"Players of his standing and 
stature should realise guys are 
exdted just to have an opportun- 
ity to play someone like Andre." 
said Martin, about his biggest 
career victory. "1 was not direct- 
ing any hostility at him. 1 wish he 
would realise it was inwardly 
directed.” 

Martin played a huge game — 
serving 15 aces and allowing 
Agassi to break his serve only, 
once. The one time Agassi did 
break serve was when Martin 
served for the match at 6-5 in the 
second set. 

Becker overwhelms Stich 

Boris Becker took nine months 
of frustration out on his former 
Davis Cup team mate Michael 
Stich when he blasted him out of 
the Milan Indoor Tournament. 

Playing his best tennis of the 
year, Becker won the all-German 
quarter-final 6-2 6-2 in one hour 
20 minutes after breaking Stich ’s 
powerful serve six times. 

It was at the German Open in 
May last year that Stich humili- 
ated Becker 6-1 6-1 in a semifinal 
and Becker has been itching for a 
chance to pay him back. 

Their on-court rivalry has been 
accentuated by Becker’s recent 
decision to pull out of the Ger- 
man Davis Cup team to play 
Russia in March, a move publidy 
criticised by Stich. 

Becker admitted the German 
Open result had been a spur for 
him but tried. to play down the 
rivalry between the pair. 

“Whether I beat Stich or not 
seems to be more important to 
other people than me. There 
must be more German journalists 
in MDan this week than in the 
history of the city.” 

Becker, the second seed, will 
meet unseeded Australian Wally 
Masur in the semifinal. 


HE DID WHAT? 


c 1 


SHE 5AY5 YOU GOT THE * 
ONLY PERFECT SCORE ON jj 
THE 'TRUE OR FALSE" TEST i | 


NO, M A AM. I 
DON'T KNOW HOW 
HE DID IT.. 


WHAT’S TRUE IS 
TRUE, AND UJHAT'S 
FALSE IS FALSE.. 


Andy Capp 


■e yf"* 


I PTV SHOPPING 
> BILL IS UP_> 
IA3<UN, PLOT/ 



[■ wese EVSZV'WiNS'S 

s NE W AN b l/VtfX33VSt> > 

( EJOCBPrtWlS BLOKE \ 


gp 


Mutton’ Jeff 


ain't cha heard? 

IY/nto LAY THIS 
CORNER STONE 

TCNUJSiaOT/ftlRTME 

NEW BUILDING! 


-THE OUMBER OP OMMEBS . 
ASKED MEIfc DO THE HONORS 
CEREMONV BECAUSE 
OF MV IMPORTANCE fi 
CONNECTION WTTri 
THE OCCASION! 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer. Carroll tighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A quire can yield a 
trine from Venus to moon today results: later put some ejrtra ptz 
allows for much ease in communi- zazz into your dutie. 
wring just the ou»ce that you usRA: (September 23 ; to October 

desire to your love interest. As for 22) Consider changes in whatever 

rifts, that which is festive and partnerships that can be beneficial 

frivolous is desired over the prac- ^ you and others concerned, 

deal today. tonight put into motion a special 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A aptitude that yon enjoy, 

chance arrives for you to express SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 

yoot finest creative talent so be her 21) The manner in which you 

ilert for it and tonight you find a perform whatever activities arc 

cherished longing closer to you. now yours is noticed by those, m 

TAUjHJS: (April 20 to May 20) A 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
trine from Venus to moon today 
allows for much ease in communi- 
cating just the nuance that you 
desire to your love interest. As for 
rifts, that which is festive and 
frivolous is desired over the prac- 
tical today. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
chance arrives for you to express 
your finest creative talent so be 
alert for it and tonight you find a 
cherished longing closer to you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
member of your family has a fine 
idea by which you can privately 
gain an important secret wish, 
tonight consult with a bigwig for 
future plans. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Go 
on a jaunt with a good friend for 
whatever your joint purpose and 
you can make real headway in 
gaming objectives; make friends 
with a newcomer tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can get a brilliant 
suggestion from a ffnanti&l expert 
on bow to increase your abundance 
and have more of tiles goodies, 
tonight be happy until mate. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) New 
ways to gain progressive goals that 
mean much to you can now be 
made a reality by some changes on 
your part, in thinking; tonight en- 
courage a new associate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A new approach al gaining the 
confidential information you re- 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are insured 
now to gain your most comprehen- 
sive aspirations and can impress aQ 
you meet; lonighl get off to new. 
scenes with unusual persons. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can arrive at an 
unexpected new understanding 
with a family member about a 
matter of importance at home; 
then get into ideas presented by a 
business expert. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaty 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Meet with partners and 
those with whom you are associ- 
ated in everyday affaire and get a 
course worked out for the future; 
then do your own thing. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can spend something extra 
of your money in order to make 
your surroundings more attractive 
so don't procrastinate but do it 
right away. 


THE BET TER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



1 must be sentimental — I’m still 
wearing the first meal you 
cooked for me!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLB) WORD OAME 
0 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter m each square, to form 
four orcSnary words. 


TYT1D 


CUROC 


NIGMIT 


RAFAIN 


Answer hem: THE 




WHERE YOU CAN 
ALWAYS FINF 
HAPP1NE5S ANC? 
CONTENTMENT. 


Now arrange the drded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumNes: FLORA POUCH TINKLE BANISH 
Answer The camera bugs' race ended in thra — 

A PHOTO FINISH 


THE Daily Crossword*, 


m 


3M 


ACROSS 
1 Rope fiber 
5 Major — 

9 Performer 

14 Winged peris 

15 Attention getter 

16 Colonial 
administrator in 
metis 

17 Dreadful 

18 Star (ottowers 

19 Big Sur state: 
abbr. 

20 Start of Ashy 

story 

23 Golf item 
Z4 B & M and B & 0 
25Cowan9y 
29 Rung 

31 Ador Brynrwr 

34 Fir exudate 

35 Port- 

38 Sand M in Eng. 
37 More of story 

40 Ernie's widow 

41 Stage direction 

42 Pungent 

43 Neighbor of isr. 

44 British gun 

45 The Rotting — 

46 Motorist's org. 

47 — whiz! 

48 Bid of story 

56 Menu 

57 Type of Suit 
once 

58 Above 
59Maa,e fl . 

60 FootbaH ptey 
51 Arrived 

62 Nasty poison 

63 Funny Johnson 

64 Be aware 

DOWN 

1 Pflgrimageio 
Mecca 


2 Charles Lamb 
3— Chagati 

4 Quick look 

5 Depress 

6 Chicago airport 
7Laige:prel. 

8 Leave out 

9 Agreement 
JO Santa — 
ii Cultivate 



■-ran rmm Mnto Swum. «k. 
wnannnnM 


12 Roman poet 

13 Ring off. 

21 Office worker 
22Setotbet«tb 
25 Indians 
28 Prepared 

27 Storing about 

28 (Smber or 
creeper 

29 Gtossy fabric 

30 Catalogue 

31 Hanker 

32 Loosen 

33 Eng. city 

35 Greenish-blue 
color 

38 Art — 


38WB0 
39 One who 
loathes 

44 Bread store 

45 — light 
(WWerstand) 

48 Eng, historian 

47 Specter 

48 Pee) 


faofe Strive* 


n-nS 

H^nn oann ririnn 

ms™*™™™ 

0fln .Dun nnnp 

onraoTnnR nnnnn 

nonran nnianahnn 
ranno m6 • linn 

- oac^nrin ilnonn 

Srauci nnnn 
nnnn nrano oamm 


48 E ng, his torian 50 Pound. Hie poet 54 

5SSU 

48 "MvFrtnM -- .*££££*** 
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5.000 
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hajm or jmuji 

36,003- 





35,630 

1.700 




39.360 

4.030 

4.000 



9,743 





0,950 

4.900 

5.000 



36,077 

4.000 




430 

. 4.200 



ms : teas ban. 

9,675 





10,530 





5,510 





eo;BG3 





1,711 

3.850 

3.800 



2.750 

2.750 









19.000 

3.900 




>9.150 





325 
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3,430 

■3.440 




65,536 





3,557 





3,657 
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160 





50,466 


4.660 



32.310 

1.770 




9.913 




1 ... i f. 

5.003 

1.220 




1.430 





:,5» 

1.400 




2,950 





46.569 





31,743 

2. 5*0 



IrFary'-iDL 

343,223 

1.950 

1.930 


jBDSPHATE HIMES 

9.579 

4.800 

4. BOO 



1,550,797 

10- 6JO 

10.750 

11.070 


40,000 

7.650 

8.000 



29,366 

3.160 




73, ICO 

6-010 



D - "W 1 Jl I ‘ * * ‘ La « 

2,040 

10.300. 




15.171 

6.920 

6.900 



2 1 , 078 

6. 150 

6.050 

. 6.050 


17,008 





49.071 

3.920 

3.970 



40, 141 

3.350 




22,300 

24.000 

23.500 

23.400 


412.706 

3.350 

3.350 

3.440 


18,626 

0.780 

0. 780 



. 14,185 

11.020 




106,537 

3.500 

3.500 

3.450 


229.254 

14.000 

13.950 

13.830 



1.100 

1.080 


frikPEP CONVERTING b TR&DXBG 

462 

3.000 

2.000 

7.000 


2, 020 

0.690 

0.690 

0.690 


75,457 

5.800 

5.810 

5.910 


26,020 

1.110 




1.116,053 

4.250 

4.290 

4,450 


300,628 

3.010 

3. 060 

3.040 


31,098 

14.100 

14.200 

14.050 


16.BOO 

4.200 

.4.200 



. 1.625 

3.350 

1.350 



‘ 14,671 

0.650 

0:640 

0.620 


1.890 

4.140 

4.200 



359,512 

9.320 

9.320 

9.190 


30,054 

4.630 

4:600 

4.550 


64,988 

4.220 

4.330 

4.150 


17,990 

1.940 

1.930 

1.860 


206.818 

5.700 

5.700 - S.630 

CI»1 TOTAL 

6,461.065 ' 
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lead U.S. 
executives through minefields 


NEW YORK (R) — From ex- 
ploding pickup trucks to tainted 
hamburgers, corporate America 
has been getting plenty of expert- ' 
ence in crisis management lately. 

Experts in public relations say. 
big companies have become more 
sophisticated about handling cri- 
■ sis in recent years, benefiting 
from specialists who do every- 
thing from ."audits” of potential 
problems to fighting public opin- 
ion fires when disaster strikes. 

“In the last few years it's been 
a growth business, unfortunate- 
ly,” said Clarke Caywood, who 
teaches a course on crisis man- 
agement at Northwestern Uni- 
versity's Med ill School of Jour- 
nalism. 

• -Practitioners of the growing 
speciality praise Generaf Motors 
Corp. (G.M.) for its aggressive 
response to this month's most 
visible corporate crisis, a SI 05 
million jury verdict 'against the 
car. maker over a fiery crash of 
one of. its vehicles in which a 
young man died. 

G.M. has settled 120 lawsuits 
charging that the company's side- 
mounted gas tanks in its pickup 
trucks were prone to explode in 
collisions. 

. In addition to defendjng its 
trucks as safe and appealing 
against the ruling. G.M. lashed 
out with a lawsuit against N3C 
News, which it contends poisoned 
the atmosphere at the Georgia 
trial in a news show. 


Within two days. NBC was 
forced to back down, and one of 
•its correspondents admitted on 
the air that the television prog- 
ramme had rigged test crashes in 
which trucks were shown explod- 
ing. 

Now NBC is stuck with the 
image problem. 

It was an unlikely tum of 
events, but G.M. was prepared 
for the verdict, had a plan ready 
to go and followed it — winning 
praise from crisis managers, who 
for years have been leaching 
companies to do just that. 

• G.M., which has been haemor- 
rhaging jobs and money and has 
been besieged by corporate tur- 
moil, got a break when a journal- 
ist tipped off officials to the 
phony tests. 

“1 would admit we got lucky, 
but we attacked that opportunity 
whh tenacity,” said William 
O'Neill, a. G.M. official who'is 
handling the pickup truck con- 
troversy. 

Other companies in crisis have 
not been so lucky. 

Foodmaker Inc. has seen sales 
plunge mofe than 30 per cent at 
its Jack in the Box fast food 
restaurants after hamburger meat 
infected with bacteria poisoned 
hundreds and killed a two-year- 
old boy in Tacoma, Washington. 

Stock prices were shaken at 
Motorola Inc. and other cellular 
telephone makers after a Florida 
man charged in a lawsuit that his 


wife's fatal brain cancer was 
caused by her heavy use of the 
portable devices. The charge was 
not been scientifically substanti- 
ated. 

"In every crisis there is a win- 
dow of opportunity,” said John 
Paluszek, president of Ketchum 
Public Affairs. “It may be a few 
hours, it may be a few days. You 
have to move very very quickly 
when that window is open, be- 
cause after that public opinion is 
formed.” 

Even with an aggressive re- 
sponse, though, the costs of a 
crisis 'can be huge. 

At Food Lion, a chain of more , 
than 1,000 grocery stores based in 
Salisbury, North Carolina, same- 
store sales have been down an 
average 7.5 per cent since ABCs 
“Primetime Live" segment on its 
meat handling methods. 

The company has sued the net- 
work, has invited reporters and 
shoppers to tour its facilities and 
.is installing large glass windows in 
food preparation areas at all 
Food Lion stores. 

“If your reputation is at stake 
and you feel that you have been 
treated unfairly you have an 
obligation to get the facts out as 
you know them because the court 
of public opinion is going to make 
a judgement,” said Joseph Vec- 
choione, president-elect of the 
Public Relations Society of 
America. 


tWrmtjrf .*1. I*W l» 


Nepal announces full 
currency convertibility 


KATHMANDU f R) — The gov- 
ernment of Nepal announced Fri- 
day that the Nepali rupee was 
now a fully convertible currency 
and revalued it against the Indian 
rupee. Nepal's domestic news 
agency said. 

' “His-majesty's government has 
made the Nepalese currency fully 
convertible and has simul- 
taneously revalued it against Indi- 
an currency." Rashiriya 
Samachar Samily (RSS) re- 
ported. 

• The deputy governor of Nep- 
al's central bank. S.P. Shresiha, 
has said there would not be any 
official exchange rale from now 
on. 

AH imports, including pet- 
roleum and fertilisers, would 
have to be bought at the open 
market rate of the U.S. dollar, 
the agency quoted finance minis- 
try sources as saying. 

Nepal's economy is closely tied 
to neighbouring India's and the 
announcement fueled speculation 
that India is ready to make its 
currency fully convertible when a 
budget for the new fiscal year is 
unveiled at the end of the month. 


bankers said. 

Nepal, like India, made its 
currency partially convertible on 
the trade account last year. 

Previously, exporters in_ Nepal 
could exchange 75 per cent of 
their foreign exchange at market 
rates but had to sell the remaining 
25 per cent to the central bank at 
a lower official rate. 

.. In India, the ratio is 60 to 40. 

Nepal's finance ministry also 
. announced that the value of the 
Nepali rupee would be revised 
upward against the Indian rupee. 
The new rate is 160 Nepali rupees 
to 100 Indian rupees, changed 
from a rate of 165 to 100, RSS 
said. 

The revaluation had been ex- 
pected in view of the steady 
deterioration of tbe Indian rupee 
against the dollar over the past 
week, RSS said. 

The Indian rupee steadied Fri- 
day after falling to record lows 
against the U.S. dollar over the 
past week on- expectations of a 
possible full float of the currency _ 
in the Feb. 27 budget, dealers' 
said in Bombay. 


German unempfoyittent rises 


BONN (R) — Unemployment rose sharply in both parts of Germany . 
in January, reflecting the slowdown in the economy, official data has 
shown. In the former West Germany, the number of unemployed 
jumped to 2.26 million from 2.03 million in. December, according to 
figures before adjustment for seasonal variations. Tbe seasonally 
adjusted figure rose 'to 3-05 million from 1.98 million, boosting the 
jobless rate to 8.3 per cent from 7.4 per cent. In January last year, the 
West German unemployment rate stood at 6.9 per cent. In the 
former East Germany, still fighting off the legacy of decades of 
■ communist rule, the unadjusted jobless total grew to 1.19 million in 
January from 1.09 million in December. There are no seasonally 
adjusted figures for East Germany. 


Algeria’s 

Sonatrach 

sees $1. 2 b 

’92 profit 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's state 
oil and gas company Sonatrach 
expects profits of over 25 billion 
dinars ($1.2 billion) for tbe fiscal 
year ending March 31. 

A Sonatrach spokesman told a 
news conference turnover would 
be more than 300 billion dinars 
($14.3 bilfion). 

Planned investment for fiscal 
1993 would be over 60 billion 
dinars ($2.8 billion) of which 60 
per cent would be borrowed 
abroad in hard currency. 

Sonatrach Director-General 
Abdulhak Bouhafs said tbe com- 
pany exported two to three mil- 
lion more tonnes of petrol 
equivalent in 1992 than in 1991, 
to reach an expected total of 85.8 
, million. 

Output matched a peak from 
the previous two to three years, 
with Sonatrach’s total daily pro- 
duction in 1992 at two million 
barrels of petrol equivalent, of 
which 1.7 million barrels per day 
(b/d) was exported. 

Algeria, an OPEC member, 
has a crude output quota of 
764,000 b/d. Oil and gas exports 
are the backbone of the eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Bouhafs said lower prices 
on the international market 
meant export earnings fell to 
abont $11 billion from $12 billion 
the previous year. 

"Let us note in this regard that 
we have returned to levels of 
income dose to those of tbe 
period before 1986, when the 
prices of oil were higher” Mr. 
Bouhafs said. 


OPEC moves toward output 
deal but still faces work 


VIENNA (R) — OPEC ministers 
said Saturday they had agreed in 
prindpie to cut oil output and 
drain excess etude from a glutted 
market to try to bead off a price 
collapse. 

But they acknowledged they 
still had many details to work out 
before they can proclaim a suc- 
cessful defence of oil prices. 
Traders, sceptical of OPEC's dis- 
cipline and solidarity, are pre- 
pared to drive prices lower in the 

absence of a convincing agree- 
ment. 

Several ministers emerging 
from two and a half hours of 
strategy talks told reporters the 
group was prepared to slash pro- 
duction that is far outpacing 
demand. 

“We have reached agreement 
in prindpie, but not finalised (it) 
yet,” Kuwait Oil Minister Ali 
Ahmad Al Baghli said. 


"We shall finalise the agree- 
ment in bilateral talks tonight and 
tomorrow morning," he added. 

Gabonese Oil Minister Jean 
Ping said the tentative plan was to 
top almost 1.5 million barrels per 
day (b/d) from current produc- 
tion around 25 million, probably 
via pro-rata cuts among mem- 
bers. 

But Qatari Oil Minister Abdul- 
lah Bin Hamad Ai Attiyah said 
the sticky issue of exact numbers 
for individual output limits was 
not yet on tbe table. 

With markets awash in excess 
crude, ministers have acknow- 
ledged they need a strong accord 
to rein in production and reduce 
the glut. 

That in tum would help sup- 
port prices that plunged by a fifth 
late last year before finning re- 
cently on traders' speculation that 
a solid OPEC deal was in the 


making. 

A barrel of international ben- 
chmark Brent North Sea crude 
now costs around $18.20, down 
from highs near S2 1 last Ocrober 
but up from lows below $17 
touched in January. 

Two key ministers in the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) gave upbeat 
assessments. 

“The general atmosphere of 
the talks was extremely positive,” 
said Saudi Arabia's Hisham Naz- 
er, representative of the world's 
biggest producer 2nd exporter of 
oil. 

“Progress is going very well. 
The atmosphere is very positive. 
We hope to reach an agreement 
soon,'' added Iranian Minister 
Gholamreza Aqazadeh. “We are 
talking about a ceiling acceptable 
to the market and this ceiling 
must help rhe price.” 


De Beers flexes muscles 
with diamond price 


LONDON (R) — South Africa's 
De Beers has announced a small 
rise in rough diamond prices, 
which mining analysts said was to 
show the market it was still in 
control and had fended off 
threats from Russia and Angola. 

The Central Selling Organisa- 
tion (CSO), marketing arm of De 
Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd., 
said it would increase prices for 
rough gem diamonds by 1.5 per 
cent overall from Feb. 15. 

De Beers, which controls 80 
per cent of the world's market in 
rough diamonds, cited increased 
demand — especially in the size 
range above three-quarters of a 
carat. 

"This sends a powerful mes- 
sage to the market that De. Beers 
is still in control," said Ord Min- 
nett Mining analyst Graham 
Birch. "I think they do have quite 
large stocks of diamonds. If this 
was a free market, 1 doubt we 


would see prices rising.” 

A revamp of Russia's diamond 
industry last yean, following a deal 
between Moscow and the break- 
away republic 'of Yakutia and a 
flow of smuggled diamonds from 
Angola, had led to talk in the 
market of a serious threat to De 
Beers' market dominance. 

Michael Coulson, mining 
analyst for brokers Credit Lyon- 
nais Laing, said De Beers was 
using the price hike to “flash a 
message to the market that the 
worst is over.” 

De Beers’ spokesman Roger 
van Eeghen said heavy rains had 
combined with the resumption of 
fighting between Angola's gov- 
ernment and rebels to stem the 
flow of smuggled diamonds to 
just a trickle. 

At the same time, media re- 
ports of large quantities of illicit 
Russian diamonds flooding the 
market were exaggerated and 
Russian production had slowed. 


he said. 

Last month CSO Deputy 
Chairman Alex Barbour forecast 
in a trade magazine interview that 
Russian diamond output would 
shrink by a quarter this year and 
that there might even be shor- 
tages of some' types of polished 
diamonds. 

Market analysts agreed that the 
Russian and Angolan threats to 
De Beers had decreased. 

Explaining the price rise, the 
De Beers spokesman pointed to 
healthy demand in the Far East, 
with the exception of Japan, and 
the United States, apart from 
California. 

“We have seen continued de- 
mand for certain categories of 
rough diamonds ...and it would 
be wrong not to pass this on to 
the producers, paiticularly as 
quotas are still in place which 
were put in place in September," 
Mr. Van Eeghen said. 


French opposition unveils plan 
to fight the ‘social cancer 9 


PARIS (R) — France's centre- 
right opposition, poised to take 
power in next month's elections, 
has unveiled plans to revive the 
economy and cure the "social 
cancer” of unemployment while 
maintaining a strong franc. 

The platform of the Union for 
France (UFF) pledged sweeping 
privatisation, cuts in labour costs, 
tough restrictions on immigration 
and a shift toward a more profes- 
sional army. 

1 Socialist government ministers 
said the programme promised 
“miracles” and was unfinancaMe. 
Extreme-right leader Jean-Marie 
le Pen dubbed it an “offshore 
platform” ignoring public needs. 

The manifesto, agreed after 
lengthy negotiations between the 
Gaullist Rally for the Republic 
(RPR) and centre-right Union for 
French Democracy (UDF), cal-, 
led for closer monetary coopera- 
tion with Germany and a new 
impulse to the European Com- 
munity. 


It made no concessions to 
nationalist RPR dissidents who 
opposed the Maastricht treaty on 
European political and economic 
union, and sought a devaluation 
of the franc and tax rises. 

Opinion polls forecast a land- 
slide for the centre-right and a 
stinging defeat for President 
Francois Mitterrand's Socialist 
Party, mired in scandals and worn 
out by a decade in power. 

RPR Secretary-General Alain 
Juppe told a news conference that 
unemployment, now at 10.5 per 
cent or nearly three million, 
would be the main concern of the 
centre-right. 

“Priority number one will be to 
mobilise all tbe nation's energies 
towards employment,” he said. 

Cuts in interest rates and in 
employers' social charges would 
be crucial to revive the stagnant 
economy, he said. 

The UPF platform pledged 


stricter controls on immigration^ 
a burning issue in France, but 
steered dear of the most radical 
measures proposed by Mr. Le 
Pen. 

Mr. Juppe said a new govern- 
ment would strictly enforce ex- 
isting rules to expel illegal immig- 
rants. ban marriages of conveni- 
ence to get French dtizenship, 
toughen rules on family reunifica- 
tion and stop welfare benefits for 
polygamous immigrants. 

On defence, the manifesto said 
the armed forces, stretched to 
intervene in recent far-away con- 
flicts, would boost airlift capabil- 
ity and increase the number of 
■professional soldiers. 

Traditional military service 
would be reformed with a grow- 
ing number of conscripts dealing 
with protection of the environ- 
ment, Third World aid or helping 
the police. 






Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 

Free Car Parking 


Cinema 


PHB&AIMIMlA 


Tel.: 634144 


Robert De Niro & Nich Nolte 

in 

CAPE FEAR 

Shows: 12:30. 6:15. 8.30. 10 30 p.m. 
Special show for children' on Jh. &. Eri 
al 11:00 a m. 

The Bangs Sunny 



,anema PLAZA 

Tel.: ©923fT 

Basic Instinct 

Starring: Michael Douglas 
aid 

Shard Stone 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. I0-J0 p.m. 

- • , 2'W- ^ jp ¥ y'; 


. Tel.: 675571 

Mabil AE Uuni Theatre 


NahiH AS S&sfelsaa Theatre 

■ Tuesday January 5tn marks the opening of 
fhe new thesir? season praseYsiirig: 

PandemeelEsSGZi £Ta’a wa Qaimeh) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open ait day ■ 


Nabil & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


presents 

“Welcome New World Order — 93” 


a 


review 




Daily, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 8:30 p.m. 
Matinee on Thursdays at 4:30 pan. 

Box office open daily 


AWAL ESTABLISHMENT 
For maintenance and electromechanic work 

Boiler, heating, sanitary, electricity, T.V. antenna 
central and regular 

Tel. 694449 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 300 SEL, model 1992, brand new, full 
options, duty unpaid. 

Please call Tel. 687310 



Pleas 

call 




TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS . WITH 0R| 

WITHOUT FURNITURE 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 829882/829883 


HAPPY VALENTINE'S day] 

from your very own: 

For reservation and parties 
URANT Call 653482 
l v= 2nd Cirde Buhturi St. 

^^■-'besiae Bcs?: Gf NS.E. 

c Taste and see the difference 

• The Far East environment in ihe Middle of Amman 

• Truly authentic healthy Far Eastern foods 

• Live musical entertainment for your romantic dinner plus 

• World programmes live via satellite. 

MR Expats, Arad couples, members and families only please.... 
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World News 


lulu chief warns of bloodshed 


er ANC-Pretoria deal 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Zulu 
Chief Mangusuthu Buthelezi 
warned Saturday of possible 
Woodshed if the South African 
government and the ANC tried to 
impose their constitutional plans 
for the country's future on his 
people. 

■ The inkatha Freedom Party 
leader said in a statement the 
government and the ANC would 
have to resort to force to compel 
the Kwazalu homeland to accept 
the plans they announced Friday. 

“The government and the 
ANOSaCF (African National 
CozjgresVSouth African Com- 
munist Party 1 alliance are playing 
with our lives and the lives of our 
children and grandchildren" 
Chief Bc.helezi said. 

He was reacting to Friday's 
statement by ANC Secretary- 
General Cyril Ramaphosa that 
the government had agreed that 
the question of regional auton- 
omy should be settled by an 
elected Constituent Assembly. 

The government previously in- 
risted that a constituent assembly 
be bound by the principle of 
devolution of power to the re- 
gions. 

Ssmor government negotiator 
Famis Schoeman also said that 
Nelson Mandela's organisation, 
the biggest opposition group 
r-egotiating the end of exclusive 
white rule in South Africa, had 
accepted power-sharing between 


Knmer 


Rouge see 

military 

situation 


worsening 


rnsn PENH JR) — Cambo- 
dia's military situatiop is de- 
•.eriora.ing and national elections 


planned for may be the United 
Nations will be a farce, a senior 


Khmer Rouge official said Satur- 
day. 

‘The (military) situation is 
worsening ... there is no improve- 
ment since November." Mac Ben 
told a news conference. 

"They (the Phnom Penh army) 
have already started their 15th 
dry season offensive." he said. 

“The Cambodian people and 
their patriotic forces will commit 
theoisleves to do everything they 
could to preserve Cambodia as a 
nation. It is a question of the very 
survival of the nation. 

"Mac Ben, a senior official 
wno often acts tht yrcup s 
spokesman, said tj. 1 4 . -organised 
elections set for late May would 
be “a farce" that "would spell an 
end to Cambodia.*' 

The Phnom Penh <10 oment's 
army had been trying f« ^pture 
Pailin .by .Jan. 28, when nil four 
rival Cambodian factions were 
meeting in Pekins for a session of 
the Supreme National Council, 
die national reconciliation body. 
Mr. Mac Ben said. 


He said ilhmer Rouge guerril- 
las had ivpt-jsed the Phnom Penh 
army from around its headquar- 
ters in Piilir. neai the Thai fron- 
tier in western Cambodia but 
fighting *..is still continuing. 

”N'ow we have repulsed the 
Vietnamese forces and their pup- 
nets from the PaiJm area but the 
situation continues to be tense' 
and the confrontation will go 
on," he said. 


The K tinier Rouge maintain 
that the Vietnamese army, 
which ousted them from power in 
1979. is still active in Cambodia 
and directing the Phnom Penh 
government it installed. 

U N. military personnel and 
diplomats reject the claim. 

"The Phnom Penh regime is 
nothing but the tip of the Viet- 
namese iceucrg." Mr. Mac Ben. 
haid. “‘The present rulers of 
Phnom Penh are all window dres- 


sing. 

L'.N. military headquarters in 
Phnom Penh described the 
january-Febmary fighting, main- 
ly around Birttambang province 
in the northwest, as the worst 
ceasefire violation since the 
peaLe keepers arrived last March. 

While rejecting calls to disarm 
its fighters in line with the 
accords, the faction has sought to 
exploit anti-Vietnamese senti- 
ment to undermine the Phnom 
Penh government. 

Recent killings to ethnic Viet- 
namese settlers have been 
blamed by U.N. investigators on 
the Khmer Rouge. 

Sounding an ominous note. 
Mr. Mac Ben said the U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC) headed by Japanese 
diplomat Vj sushi Ak'ashi would 
be held responsible for the con- 
sequences of an election held 
without a neutral political en- 
vironment. 


“This kind of election will pro- 
duce an 'assembly and govern- 
ment that will not be different 
from the one now installed in 
Phnom Penh," he said. “The 
Cambodian people will not 
accept that kind of election. 


blacks and whites until 1999. 

The decisions were reached at 
three days of talks between the 
government and the African 
National Congress and appeared 
to resolve two major constitution- 
al issues blocking progress to- 
wards non- rad a I rule. 

But Chief Buthelezi raised the 
spectre of bloodshed if the ANC 
and the government went ahead 
with the plans. 

“If the ANC/SACP alliance 
and the government are serious in 
proceeding along the lines de- 
scribed. they will have to factor in 
their plans the need for using the 
South African Defence Force and 
the private army of the ANC/ 
SACP alliance. Umkhonto We 
Sizwe. to achieve compliance of 
Kwazuiu/Naial." Chief Buthelezi 
said. 

Chief Buthelezi. who fears 
being sidelined and is trying to 
promote his own federal plan for 
a democratic South Africa, said 
there was no possibility of In- 
katha, the Kwazulu government 
or the majority of people in Kwa- 
zulu/Natal accepting the mooted 
constitutional model. 

It was simply out of the ques- 
tion. he said “that a Constituent 
Assembly, elected in unfree and 
unfair elections in the current 
climate of violence and intimida- 
tion, will decide on boundaries, 
powers, functions and structures 
of the region." 


It was unclear whether the re- 
ported government-ANC com- 
promise and Chief Buthelezi's 
reaction would effect plans for a 
summit between the Zulu leader 
and Mr- Mandela aimed at trying 
to reduce the level of violence in 
the country. 


More than 7,700 people have 
been killed, most in township turf 
wars betweer. ANC and Inkatha 
supporters, since reformist Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk unbanned 
opposition groups and began dis- 
mantling apartheid three years 
ago. 

Mr. Mandela, interviewed by 
British television personality 
David Frost, said Friday night he 
had hoped a summit would take 
place but there were major differ- 
ences between him and chief 
Buthelezi. 


The ANC leader sakPhe first 
elections open to all races should 
go ahead despite the violence and ' 
preferably before the end of- the 
year. 

Multi-party talks on the future 
of the country are expected to 
start next month. 

Mr. Mandela said Friday his 
supporters had expected too 
much of him when he was re- 
leased from jail three years ago 
this month. 

. “They thought I would come 
out of prison and solve problems 
with a magic wand," he told Mr. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Togo opposition slams new government 


LOME (R) — Togo's main opposition leader slammed Prime 
Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigon’s new crisis government Satur- 
day, calling it illegitimate and lightweight. The lame-duck premier 
announced a lineup Friday night packed with supporters of 
sirongarm President Gnassingbe Eyadema. who dissolved the 
previous government a month ago. “One wonders on what basis 
Joseph Kokou Knffigoh has formed a government at this 
moment," Leopold Gnininvi. leader of the main COD2 opposi- 
tion grouping, told Radio France International. “It doesn't count 
for anything The problems remain." Mr. Gnininvi. one of the 
few Disposition leaders left in the west African country after a run 
of violent attacks on Mr. Eyadema's critics, said no government 
could be formed before an “overall solution" was found to Togo's 
two-year-old political crisis. In the most recent flareup, security 
forces shot dead at least 22 opposition supporters last month in 
the capital Lome. More than 100,000 terrified Lome residents fled 
to neighbouring Ghana and Benin. 


Mali ex-president sentenced to death 


BAMAKO (R) — Ex-President Moussa Traore of Mali and three 
senior army officers were sentenced to death after a court found 
them guilty of mass murder in 1991. Defence lawyers said the 
condemned men would appeal. The death penalty is mandatory in 
Mali for convicted murderers. After a 10-week trial the High 
Court in Bamako said Mr. Traore had ordered security forces to 
open fire on demonstrators in the capital Bamako and provincial 
cities, killing 106 people. 


Blast kills 2 in Manila su^’jrb 


MANILA (AP) — An unidentified man Saturday .threw a 
homemade bomb at a passing soft drink delivery truck but it 
bounced off the vehicle and exploded in front of a store, killing 
two people and wounding three, police said. Police said the dead 
included a female public school teacher and a 5-year-old girl. The 
wounded were all children. Motive for the attack has not been 
established, police added. 


FBI: CIA suspect fled after 
warning from U.S. friend 


QUETTA. Pakistan ( AP) — Mir 
Aimal Kansi knew the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
was looking for him two days 
before he was identified as the 
prime suspect in the murder of 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) employees, law enforce- 
ment officers said Saturday. 

The 2S-y ear-old Pakistani dis-- 
appeared on Feb. S from his 
home in Quetta, saying he was 
going to the southern port city of 
Karachi before returning to the 
United Slates. 

“He had a friend in the United 
States who warned him that the 
FBI was looking for him.” said a 
senior law enforcement official, 
who spoke on condition he not be 
identified. 

Mr. Kansi had returned to the 
family’s sprawling home in south- 
western Baluchistan province on 
Jan. 20, three days after the 
shooting deaths outside the CIA 
Headquarters in Maclean. Va. 

Mr. Kansi is suspected of 
shooting two employees and 
wounding three as they drove 
into the compound. 

Mr. Kansi had lived in the 
United States for nearly two 
years, working at a courier ser- 
vice which made deliveries to the 
CIA, although Mr. Kansi did not 
have clearance to enter the head- 
quarters compound. 

Quetta was a prime centre for 
the CIA's covert operations dur- 
ing the 14-year civil war between 
Afghan rebels and the former 
Communist regime in Kabul, k 
also is a Pakistani centre of drug 
trafficking and weapons smug- 
gling to Afghanistan and Iran. 

Pakistani officials, however, 
say they have been unable to find 
a motive that links the CIA 
shootings and Kansi, now on the 
FBI's “10 most wanted" list. He 
had no criminal record and was 
not involved in any milium poli- 
tical groups while studying En- 
glish literature at Balchistan Uni- 
versity, they said. 

Law enforcement officers in 
Quetta claim their American 


counterparts are withholding in- 
formation. 

U.S. officials were not im- 
mediately available for comment. 

The federal government prom- 
ised to help the FBI track down 
Mr. Kansi and extradite him to 
the United States, an FBI team is 
expected in Pakistan this week. 

But local authorities suspect 
Mr. Kansi has fled either to 
Afghanistan. Iran or the Middle 
East, travelling on a new Pakista- 
ni passport obtained in Washing- 
ton. 

Mr. Kansi *s family belongs to 
the Kansi tribe living in Baluchis- 
tan, which contains parts of 
southwestern Afghanistan and 
southeastern Iran. Authorities 
say he may have sought sanctuary 
from dan members, who live by a 
strict code that guarantees any 
tribal member seeking asylum un- 
questioned support and protec- 
tion. 

Mr. Kansi faces possible 
charges of capital murder — 
punishable by execution — after 
investigators searched his apart- 
ment in Reston, Va.. and found a 
Chinese-made AK 47 automatic 
rifle that rests showed had been 
used in the attack. 

Mr. Kansi had bought the 
assault rifle three days before the 
shooting. 

Although reluctant to talk ab- 
out him, many in Quetta saw Mr. 
Kansi as temperamental, volatile 
and a bit eccentric. 

* His family is one of Baluchis- 
tan's wealthiest, with vast land 
holdings, a restaurant and hotel 
in Quetta and several construc- 
tion firms in Karachi, the indust- 
rial heart of Pakistan. 

According to his family, Mr. 
Kansi did very little after graduat- 
ing from Baluchistan University 
in 1987 until his departure to the 
United States in March 1991. 

He sought asylum in the Un- 
ited States in February 1992, 
claiming the Pakistani govern- 
ment was persecuting Baiuch 
tribesmen, although the Kansis , 
are ethnic Pathans. 


Frost. 

“That perception created ex- 
pectations which no human being 
could possibly fulfil," said Mr. 
Mandela. 

“The mistakes which I and the 
organisation committed now and 
again have lowered the expecta- 
tions, -I hope." 

Mr. Mandela served 27 years in 
jail after being sentenced to a life 
term for treason and sabotage. 
He was freed as pan of reforms 
instituted by Mr. De Klerk. 

Hie ANC would fight the elec- 
tions in alliance with the South 
African Communist Party, Mr. 
Mandela added. 

“We propose to come out 
openly and say in this list of 200 
(candidates) there are so many 
members' of the ANC, there are 
so many members of the Com- 
munist Party. 

“As far as we have been able to 
study the size of the membership, 
the Communist Party has got a 
tiny minority. Its representation 
on that national list will be in 
proportion to the numbers which 
it commands.” 

Mr. Mandela will have talks 
with British Prime Minister John 
Major on Feb. 22 during a trip to 
Europe, the ANC said Friday. 

A statement said Mr. Mandela 
would be in Portugal on Feb. 23 
and 24 and would travel to Scot- 
land on Feb. 25. It gave no other 
details. 


Burma: 
Rebels 
killed 61 
villagers 


A former Shan insurgent now 
living in Bangkok said Linkhae 
was not an area of activity for his 
former comrades who, like a 
doxn “other ethnic minority gicaps. 
want autonomy from Rangoon. 

"Maybe the government troops 
killed (be people." he told Reu- 
ters. 

Radio Rangoon said govern- 
ment soldiers arrived at the vil- 
lage 30 minutes after the killings, 
ft did not suggest a motive for the 
attack. 

Meanwhile. South Africa's 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond 


Tutu said Friday he would join a 
delegation of Nobel Peace Prize 


laureates who hope to enter Bur- 
ma next week to pressure the 
government to release 1991 Peace 
Prize winner, Aung San Suu Kyi. 

The leader of the National 
League for Democracy, Mrs. Suu 
Kyi has been under house arrest 
in Rangoon since July 1989. 

“We want her to know that the 
world cares, we care and we 
support her and that she should 
derive some strength and en- 
couragement from that fact," 
Arch. Tutu said. 
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An elderly Serbian woman warms up by drinking a 
coffee in her bed, which has been pot in a classroom 


in Knin, the centre of the Serb-dominated enclave 
of Krajina in Croatia (AFP photo). 


166 Muslims reported starved 


to death in east Bosnia towns 


SARAJEVO (R) - At least 166 
people have starved to death in 
two Muslim towns blockaded 
against U.N. relief convoys by 
Serb forces in eastern Bosnia, 
Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio reported Saturday. 

It said 108 people, including 40 
children, had died of hunger in 
Cerska since Jan. 5 and 58 others 
since Feb. 1 in Gorazde. 

Both towns have been under 
siege since the start of the civil 
war last April between Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs in the former 
Yugoslav republic. 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — Bur- 
ma's state radio said Friday 61 
Burmese, including a two-month- 
old baby, were killed in an attack 
on a village by Shan insurgents. 

The official radio station of 
Burma's ruling generals, moni- 
tored in Bangkok, said 300 Shan 
insurgents stormed into the vil- 
lage near Linkhae township in 
Shan state, which borders China, 
Laos and northern Thailand, ear- 
ly on Feb. 9. 

The insurgents attacked the vil- 
lage with hand grenades and 
machineguns and then took villa- 
gers to an open field and shot 
them, the broadcast said. 

No independent confirmation 
of the attack could be made. 

The radio said women, old men 
and children, including a rwo- 
month-old baby, were among the 
dead. Many appeared to have 
been stabbed to death with 
bayonets. 


Jose Maria Mendiluce, special 
UNHCR envoy in the region, has 
announced plans to send convoys 
into eastern Bosnia next week to 
challenge Serb road blocks pre- 
venting aid reaching stricken 
Muslims. 

Mr. Mendiluce was due in the 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo 
Saturday to try to persuade the 
Muslim-led government to re- 
nounce a boycott of UNHCR aid 
being staged in sympathy with the 
Muslims in the east. 

On Sunday he will go to Pale, 
the Bosnian Serb administrative 
centre outside Sarajevo, with a 
list of convoys he proposes to run 
into the eastern region under the 
protection of U.N. peacekeeping 
troops. 


Sarajevo was quiet overnight 
apart from some scattered small 
arms fire in the old town. 

In neighbouring Croatia where 
there has been fighting between 
Croats and Serbs late Janu- 
ary, spot— « - wes 
reporte-. - riatic 

Port of Zj.« 

Croatian radio said there was 
light shooti'’? in ••••vis on the 
fringes of jred from 

Croatia by :• ^ . last year 

and now under U.N. protection. 

The Bosnian government is re- 


jecting any more international 
aid. vital for 380,000 residents 
trapped in Sarajevo by Serb 
forces. It says 100,000 Muslims 
cut off in eastern Bosnia must be 
fed first. 

U.N. officials accuse the rebel 
Serbs of trying to force out Mus- 
lims in the region by starving and 
shelling them in a new campaign 
of “ethnic cleansing". 

President Bill Clinton 
appointed Reginald Barth- 
olomew this week to join Lord 
Owen and co-mediator Cyrus 
Vance in efforts to secure a peace 
settlement in Europe's worst con- 
flict since World War II. 

Pitched battles among rival 
Muslims, Croats and Serbs were 
reported Friday across the Bal- 
kan republic, where more than 
16,000 people have been killed in 
10 months of war. 

In Croatia, both Croats and 
Serbs agreed to' go to New York 
next week for talks at the United 
Nations. 

Croatian officials also said they, 
were likely to accept proposals by 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghati for a six-week renewal of a 
U.N. peacekeeping mandate in 
the republic, which broke from 
Yugoslavia in 1991. 

Dr. Ghali said in a report to the 
Security Council that the limited 
period ■ would give negotiators 
time to patch up the truce be- 
tween the Croats and rebel Serbs. 

Meanwhile, the commander of 
U.N. peacekeeping forces in Bos- 
nia said Saturday that. Muslim 
forces carried out a mortar attack 
in which u French soldier died 
and three others were injured this 
week. 

General Philippe Morillon told 
reporters he had protested to 
Muslim President Alija Izetbego- 
vic who had ordered an investiga- 
tion of the incident Thursday. 

The four soldiers were in an 


armoured car which was hit at 
Sarajevo Airport. One of the 
soldiers later died. 

Gen. Morillon said it was a 
deliberate attack carried out by 
Bosnian government forces for 
propaganda purposes. 


The United Nations said Satur- 
day it had temporarily baited 
food aid flights into Sarajevo 
Airport because of recent heavy 
shelling in the area. 

“We're not flying into Sarajevo 
today, for security reasons," said 
Sylvana Foa, spokeswoman for 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). 

The UNHCR, main coordina- 
tor of food supplies to the wat- 
tom region, plans “to resume 
flights Sunday, she said. 

In Brussels, the European 
Community said it welcomed the 
decision by the United States to 
take a more active role in bring- 
ing peace to ex-Yugoslavia and to 
appoint Mr. Bartholomew as 
U.S. envoy to the peace negotia- 
tions. 


Angolan troops hold on In Huambo 


LUANDA (R) — Government 
forces dung by their fingertips to 
the besieged town of Huambo 
Saturday after losing more 
ground to National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) rebels in the latest 
round of fighting for Angola's 
second city. 

Diplomats said UNITA seized 
key areas and government build- 
ings in the fierce street fighting. 

State radio said government 
troops were still holding on to 
some positions after resisting an 
armoured-car led thrust by UN- 
IT A forces surrounding the cen- 
tral highland dty. 

UNITA's Voice of the Black 
Cockerel radio said earlier its 


forces were in control of the 
airport and a police barracks. 


The diplomats predicted Friday 
that Huambo would fall to UN- 
ITA within 48 hours, ending the 
month-long battle in which 
thousands have been killed or 
wounded which has become the 
centrepiece of the civil war. 

The United Nations said it was 
urgently trying to contact UNITA 
to discuss reports that it 
had rejected a proposed truce to 
allow mercy flights of food and 
medicine to Huambo. 


attacks, artillery barrages and 
tank fire. 

“We hope to have a response 
later on," said a spokesman for 
U.N. special representative to 
Angola, Margaret Anstee who 
has been vainly trying to contact 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi. 


Relief workers say thousands* 
of wounded are without food or 
medical treatment in the city 
which has been flattened by air 


The diplomats believe UNITA 
will only resume peace talks with 
the government, a first round of 
which took place in Addis Ababa 
earlier this month, after it occu- 
pies Huambo. 

UNITA cancelled the second 
’ round which had been due to 
Start last Wednesday, saying it 
was recalling its delegation for 
consultation. 


Powell: U.S. military change must come slowly 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States’ top soldier is 
advising against moving too 
rapidly to change the missions 
assigned to the military, warning 
that the nation’s fighting power is 
at stake. 

“If we proceed too quickly, or 
impose changes so large (hey 
cannot be absorbed, the risk is 
that we may destroy the basic 
fabric of our fighting force," 
Gen. Colin Powell, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a 
news conference Friday. 

Gen. Powell put his words of 
caution in a 120 page position 
paper on the future of the milit- 
ary. Such a report is required by 
law every three years. 

The blueprint set a sharply 
different tone from th^i of the 
Ginton administration, which is 
urging swift action to cut costs. 
But the four-star general sought 
to minimise the differences, tell- 
ing the news conference "there’s 
a new team on board and we're 
going to get new ideas from that 
new team." 

Earlier this week, Gen. Powell 
appeared on TV news program- 
mes to deny that he wanted to 
leave his post earlier th3n his 
September retirement because of 
differences with President Bill 
Ginton over gays in the military 


and the pace of defence cuts. 

A briefing booklet given to 
reporters at the news conference 
said pointedly that Gen. Powell’s 
report was not “an attempt to 
short-circuit new administration 
policy" and was not “the opening 
shot of an insurrection. " 


wing planes; and consolidation of 
the navy and air force command 
and control aircraft into the 
navy’s E 6A programme. 

Mr. Ginton is seeking $60 bil- 
lion in military cuts over the next 
five years beyond what the Bush 
administration planned, but Gen. 


The report recommends ending . 3 

.me cross service redundancies ^ speofic cost cutting recom- 


some cross service redundancies 
in maintenance and training, but 
advises against major consolida- 
tion of military roles carried out 
by the army, navy, air force and 
Marine corps. 

Gen. Powell also warned 
against reducing the size of the 
U.S. overseas force too rapidly. 
Hie administration wants to bring 
the level of U.S. troops in Europe 
to 100.000 by the end of 1996, 
down from previous goals of 
150,000. 

“Further reductions in forward 
stationed forces can be made, but 
...the current rate of reduction 
should be maintained,” Gen. 
Powell wrote. “Going any faster 
would adversely affect the cohe- 
sion and readiness of the overall 
force structure.” 


It says S400 million to S600 
million a year could be saved by 
dosing seven or eight of the 30 
maintenance depots around the 
country. 

Gen. Powell also recom- 
mended that the army remain the 
sole service equipped with multi- 
ple launch rocket systems — the 
military’s most modern short- 
range attack missiles — and that 
the Marines not go ahead with a 
planned S300 million purchase of 
the rockets. 


they didn't know when the 
announcement would be made, 
but that it was likely to come 
soon. Ms. Widnail. a professor of 
aeronautics at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, told the 
Times in a telephone interview 
Thursday that she had met with 
Defence Secretary Les Aspin in 
January, but declined to say 
whether he had offered her the 
job. 


“It’s the president's preroga- 
tive to make such an offer, and 
I'm not in any sense tapped by 
the president," she told the news- 
paper. “I'm just waiting." 

Ms. Widnail. 54, has conducted 
air force sponsored research and 
was a member of the Air Force 
Academy’s Board of Visitors 
from 1970 to 1984, the Times 
said. 


Among his other recommenda- 
tions: **A unified command over 
forces defending the continental 
United States; a single initial 
training programme for fixed- 


Meanwhile, President Ginton 
is preparing to name the first 
female secretary of the air force, 
a newspaper reported Friday. 

The Washington Times, quot- 
ing unidentified Defence Depart- 
ment sources, said Sheila Widnail 
would be the service's top civilian 
administrator but would not be in 
the chain of military command. 

The sources told the newspaper 


In an interview with the 
Associated Press last month, Ms. 
Widnail discussed how resear- 
chers are dealing with the post 
cold war military: The same air- 
frames. engines and wing designs 
used on military planes can im- 
prove civilian flights. 

“This is just basic, fundamental 
research which bad broad ap- 
plications in a whole lot of diffe- 
rent areas,” she said. “Now we're 
going to see a lot more of that.” 
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Mother leaves girl 
in British ‘home 
alone’ case 

LONDON (R) — An 1 1-year-old 
arl whose mother appeare To 
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have gone to Spain was left in a 
London flat to fend for herself m 
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what is being called a 
version of the U.S. “home a!ot» 
scandal. Police said Friday that 
the giri. who was in the sole care 
of her mother, went to an elderly 
neighbour for help and is now 
being looked after by local au- 
thorities. “We are trying to locate 
the child's mother to interview 
her,” a police spokesman said. 
“At present we have initiated 
inquiries in Spain where it is 
thought the mother may be.” 
There were no details era bow 
long the girl was left alone in the 
flat. The British media drew pa- 
rallels with the case of a Chicago 
couple. David and Sharon Schoo. 
who have been charged with 
cruelty after leaving their two 
daughters at home while they 
took a vacation in Mexico. The 
Schoo case was dubbed the 
“home alone” scandal after a 
Hollywood hit film about a child 
parted from his parents. 


Charles leaves 
for U.S. 


“The European Community 
and its member states look for- 
ward to close cooperation with 
the U.S. in the pursuit of a 
negotiated settlement,’* it said in 
a statement adopted late Friday. 

In Moscow, the new U.S. spe- 
cial envoy on Bosnia started 
meeting top Russian officials 
Saturday to discuss coordinating 
attempts to boost the peacemak- 
ing process in the former Yugos- 
lavia. 

Mr. Bartholomew held talks 
with the head of the Russian 
parliament's Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Yevgeny Ambart- 
sum ov, and was later due to meet 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev. 

Both men told reporters they 
were confident the discussion 
would be fruitful. 


LONDON (R) — Future king 
Prince Charles left Britain Friday 
on his first trip abroad since the 
official breakdown of his mar- 
riage and an embarrassing scan- 
dal over an alleged adulterous 
affair. Prince Charles took a Con- . 
corde flight to New York for a 
meeting with U.S. Vice President - 
A1 Gore. After two days he goes 
on to Mexico for an official visit 
ar the invitation of President Car- 
los Salinas de Gortari. The 43- 
year-old prince appeared happy 
and relaxed at Heathrow Airport , 
greeting reporters with a cheerful 
“good morning". Officials who 
shake the royal hand in the Un- 
ited States and Mexico will prob- 
ably be too polite to mention the 
recording of a telephone con- 
versation. said to be with married 
friend Camilla Parker Bowles, 
which made sensational headlines 
around the world last month. The 
couple on the tape are caught in 
an intimate bedtime chat re- 
corded long before Prince 
Charles and his wife Princess 
Diana were officially separated 
last December. 


U.IC government 
kills rape bill 
in parliament 

LONDON (R) — Britain's Con- 
servative government Friday kil- 
led a parliamentary bill which 
sought to make male rape and 
rape in marriage a crime. Tbe 
government, which said the bill 
was unnecessary as most of the 
crimes were adequately covered 
under existing law, stopped any 
further action on the proposed 
law introduced by an opposition 
Labour member, Harry Cohen. 
The Labour Party called earlier 
this week for judges to treat rape 
more seriously after a 1 5-year-old 
who raped a schoolmate was 
allowed to go free. A Home 
Office (Interior Ministry) spokes- 
man said rape in marriage, while 
not formally on the statute books, 
was outlawed by a decision in the 
House of Lords, parliament's up- 
per chamber, under current law, 
male rape is punishable . as 
sodomy. Mr. Cohen’s bill would 
also have widened the definition 
of rape to cover not just vaginal 
penetration but other forms of 
sexual assault. It would have de- 
nied bail for a defendant with 
prior rape convictions. The 
Home Office spokesman said 
creating new offences was not the 
solution to the problem of in-, 
creasing sexual crimes. Govern- 
ment sources said the Home 
Office was considering a review 
of sentencing policy for sexual 
crimes. 


World War II 
prisoner returns 
after 52 years 


fARlS (R) — ■ A French pi 
in Nazi Germany who 
behind the iron curtain 
World War II for the kw 
Ukrainian woman returnee 
Friday for the first time in 

^ ■i/ ears “ Catrain, m 

will spend a week in th 
farming village of Boi 
Pargny in northeast F: 
where a public welcoming 
■"ony will be held Sunct 
relative Raymonde Catrai 
Reuters. Mr. Catrain wa 
vented from contacting his 
during most of the cold wa 
many years, he was believei 
and ™s name was only re 
removed from the vilW 
memorial. He 4ias HvSf 
fS^fve farm at Strikin' 
Ukraine since 1945, bu 

flown back to France by a I 
television station. “He 
he^hy but very tired? H 
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£****« any long, 
Edwige Zunarec, a sS 
who met him at the a 




